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Tre recent action of the New South Wales premier 
in forbidding Mr. Proctor's lecture has revived the 
Sunday question, which for a time bas been quiescent, 
and the clerics, who are reputed to have prompted Sir 
Henry Parkes’ action, will be astonished at the unani- 
mity with which the press of their own and this city 
have condemned it. Public feeling is aroused, and is 
not likely to subside again until some more liberal 
interpretation of the law in respect to Sabbath obser- 
vance is conceded. It is evident that the storm aroused 
has had a salutary effect upon Sir Henry, as although 
his action has been criticised and condemned in no 
unmeasured terms by both Mr. Bright and Mr. Tyer- 
man, the law has not been put into force in their case, 
end their Sunday meetings are held as usual. 

It will be remembered by our readers that about 
eighteen’ months since, Sir Bryan O’Loghlen, when 
Attorney-General, took a similar step to that adopted 
by Sir Henry Parkes, in relation to Mr. Walker's Opera 
House lectures, the managers of the theatre being in- 
formed late on Saturday that if they permitted another 
lecture on Sunday evening their license would be sus- 
pended. A deputation of those interested in the con- 
tinuance of the lectures waited upon Sir Bryan, who 
displayed his legal astuteness by basing his objection 
on the money question, saying, * give me a guarantee 
that no money shall be taken at the doors, and you 
shall be permitted to continue." The ruse succeeded, 
the committee not wishing to disappoint the numbers 
who were expected to the lecture, and feeling that the 
apparent concession would modify public indignation 
and prevent’ the likelihood of successful resistance, 
accepted the terms and finished the course of lectures 
under them. Since that time all Sunday lecturers who 
have spoken in Melbourne have had to depend upon 
voluntary contributions, and although (judging from 
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Mr. Washington Rivers’ statement) Spiritualists and 
Freethinkers seem to act more liberally in this than the 
Orthodox people, the returns are quite inadequate to 
pay the heavy expenses of a theatre or large public hall. 
The objection to a charge being made for admission to 
Sunday lectures is a sham. Do not all orthodox 
churches let their seats? but having a certain tenure of 
their buildings they take payment quarterly or annually 
in advance—a system which the Spiritualist and Free- 
thinking bodies would be happy to adopt had they 
suitable buildings of their own, but having to rent from 
week to week they are necessitated to take their seat- 
rents in the same way. The revenue of the churches, 
derived from endowments, seat-rents, &c., enables them 
to import ecclesiastical talent, and were the Spiritualists 
and Freethinkers placed on the same footing they could 
offer similar inducements to such men as William 
Denton or Robert Ingersoll, and itis doubtless the fear of 
such competition that stimulates the clerical party to 
exercise their influence on the Executive of the day to 
impede the action of the Progressionists in this direc- 
tion. The question of opening the Public Library and 
Museum is to be again brought before Parliament in a 
few days, and in view of the prospect of its being 
affirmed, some practical steps should be taken to remove 
this obstruction to the maintenance of a popular re- 
ligious platform. According to the teachings of the 
churches, one of their principal objects is to save sinners, 
but we do not see why they should monopolise all the busi- 
ness, especially when it is known that thousands decline to 
submit themselves to the process who would not objec, 
to a more rational method of cure. We (the Progres- 
sionists) want to help in the good work, and can confi- 
dently recommend our process as an improvement on 
the old system, the end being attained without the use 
of either blood or brimstone Our “salvation army” 
only wants fair play, and with the sword of reason it 
will cut down the errors which obstruct the path of 
progress, opening the road to truth, which is the real 
saviour of the world, l 


We have information from Mr. G. M. Stephon of his 
intention to visit Melbourne next week, to heal the sick b 
Spirit etism. His advent will be duly advertise 


in the daily papers. 
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WISE WORDS FROM SWEDENBORG. 


(Oontisued.) 
Tue terms il] and well are but relative terms of an 
impérfect or growing state, and lead on to other condi- 
tions in which mau shall eventually find himself, and be 
none the wofse for the so-called trials through which 
he 

There are certain mental operations which involve 
serious consideration— Man's power to acquire know- 
ledge, and the results which ensue in his experience. 
What then is knowledge? Knowledge is at the very 
base of experience, and consists of the changed aspect 
which certain things around man assume as he becomes 
better acquainted with them. This acquitement of 
knowledge is of the very test importance, that man 
may obtain the command of the circumstances and 
things by which he is surrounded. More than half his 
troubles arise from this want of knowledge; it is & 
dangerous tbing to handle things without knowing their 
use ; and so, also, to come in contact with. persons unless 

ou are alive to their character and disposition. On 
le same grounds, even to exercise one's own powers 
without knowing the use and intention thereof, isa most 
dangerous thing, and often results in much that is dis- 
agreeable and injurious. Man's first business is to 
acquire knowledge of things which stand connected with 
him, and of necessity influence him. Knowledge of all 
description is good to the man who knows how to con- 
trol himself ; the greater his knowledge, the ter his 
wisdom, if he knows bow to use his knowledge with 
effect. Knowledge then becomes power, a power which 
every one may well desire to possess. But the acquire- 
ment of this knowledge is an endless feature of man's 
Conscious existence, and can only be gained in propor- 
tion to his ability either to be taught or to investigate 
for himself. The royal road to secure this end is to 
know how to regulate the conditions, both of a receptive 
and acquisitive nature, and to appropriate the acquire- 
ments in a judicious manner, so that they become part 

man's own nature; his means of progress and 
growth to higher stages of existence. 

But knowledge gives rise to another feature of ex- 
perience—Imagination: for just in proportion as man 
comes to know, does he imagine, in anticipation of fur- 
ther knowledge what this or that may be to which his 
acquired goon seems to lead him. By this means 
he is led beyond all knowledge of a palpable cha- 
racter, for he is justified in assuming many thinge as the 
result of p knowledge; but the imaginative 
faculties urge him on into regions beyond, and surround 
him with fears of the most tormenting character. To 
meet this difficulty the term V harry has been coined, which 
implies a truet in future evelopmente of a character 
favourable to man under certain conditions. 
instance, when regarded in relation to the earth-life 
state, man is urged to exercise faith in an intention on 
the part of the Governor of the Universe to make all 
things work together for good to those who obey certain 
laws and live up to ten les. And 80 of the 
future existence, that thén all will be well with the indi- 
vidual if he follows a certain théological lead, and con- 
forms his life thereto. But it will be seen that this 
ground of faith must be a matter of uncertainty after 
All, because it is based on imagination and not palpable 
knowledge, and in most instances not even on what we 
would term impalpable knowledge. It is quite true a 
inan may have confidence in a certain course of life to 
which he is led by knowledge and the wise application 
thereof, but when we m of Magn and faith 
here, We refer more particularly to that which i$ not, 
ciu realised at the moment; co; uently, 

mes man to attach a t importance to the 

ent of knowl sad sways to ue hie imagi 

1 exerciso fai t caution, for know- 

lge is the basis on which all that is valuable in bis 

Srpedondo sese bis esent and the ladder 
up which he must climb to higher attainments. 

Now, if- this be the great consideration with man, he 

then give that due attention the sses of life, 


As, for 


which will render bim a valuable and important member 
of whatever society he may be placed in. , Next to the 
knowledge of what Ae is,man should desire to know 
what he can do best in his individual and relativo 
spheres. 

The end of life is only to be accomplished in this 
mibistry othe faculties in relation to the mutaal con. 
tact of the various parte of material existence, when 
that ministry is conducted with the intention to secure 
the most perfect results; and since every movement of 
man, and even his yi must be constantly en ged 
in this direction, it is thus man’s life is made up ^ pd 
or acts to accomplish wise and profitable ends, Thus, 
his intercourse with his fellow man, and thus all his 
intentions in relation to the whole of his movements, 
A proper consideration of this course will do more to 
restrain mau from wild and foolish conduct than any. 
thing else ; and although at times he may think it slow 
work thus patiently and wanay to acquire experi- 
ence; it will be seen in the end that every movement 
was a step in the right direction. To live wisely is to 
live usefully, with due regard to the prudent combina- 
tion of all those circumstances which are known to 
result in mutual well-being. 


There are higher uses than those which relate ex: 
clusively to the passing circumstances of earth-life ; 
important as those may be, we ascend à step higher 
when we train the mind to operate on the spiritual ji b 
of our being. And this is an aspect of the uses of lifo 
which is too much lost sight of, and fat tod mich 
neglected even by those who profess to be the children 
of the light. It was never intended that the whold of 
an individual's attention should be devoted to the pas- 
sing duties of the mere material existence ; lié i$ quali- 
fied to realise other claims, and discharge other duties, 
which anticipate as it were the processes of the future 
stages of his existonce. Therefore, when contemplatin 
the uses of life, let it be distinctly understood tli 
there is a spiritual plane of action as well as a material, 
and spiritual duties as well as the mere external obliga- 
tions which rest upon you. 

I shall now proceed to explain what is understood by 
the object of life. While it is a fact that everything 
sentient is under obligation to use the present moment 
in a manner consistent with its capacity for action, it is 
also imperative that the sum total of all actions shoul 
have a reference to the pede out of dome end, ati 
this end, particularly as it regards man, is the object of 
life. In seeking for this end it will be necessary to look 
beneath the surface, inasmuch as the circumstances of 
the meré material existence are but the aids to that 
object. Everything connected with the emrtilifo is 
evanescent; nothing there is permanent, and thé perfec- 
tion thereof consists in its inevitable decay ; therefore 
the object of life cannot be understood, exceptin, by the 
children of light, those who recognise the Sure ility of 
uM. cape oe the aee of man, thé 
spiri 18 customary in a well-ordered educational 
establishment to make all the training and culture to 
have a bearing on the future efficiency of the pupil to 
fulfil the duties of a citizen of the world. And, in like 
manner, the education of earth-life, with all its experi- 
ences, is intended to prepare the individual for thé 
higher duties of the next M g of existence. And al 
those qualities of mind, and features of charactar, 
which may be developed, and which have a reference to 
the orderly growth and well-being of the entire commu- 
nity, aré to bae that attention which will secure the 

in view: 

We next consider the Destiny itself, which is havein 
involved. The character of that destin cannot be s 
thing of chance. He who rules all things pe 
à lot, and that s defini 
capable of intelligi 
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ite Author of his existence, those delights of exist- 
ence which stand connected with the progressive perfec- 
tion of man’s nature. Hence, man's destiny may be 
realised every atep he takes in his progressive growth, 
inasmuch as ‘it is the result of B aer acquirements ; 
and the misery, as it is termed, of existence, which 
seems to € all in their turn, is also as much an 
element of that destiny as is the pleasure, because it is 

of the result of growth under imperfect conditions. 
Foi vments must of necessity sustain a relative imper- 
fection ere they are properly understood, and the ada; 
tation of part to part is recognised ; but the progress 
from stage to stage is inevitable, and there can be no 
fixity of position so far as any stage is concerned: and 
the law of progress inyolves the inevitable growth into 
a more harmonious and satisfactory condition of being. 
Consequently, the destiny of man, as to its actual re- 
sults, in the case of the entire race, must be one both 
in harmony with the Infinite goodness of the Source of 
all being, and the happiness and satisfaction of man 
himself; but the attainment of this, like the perfection 
of more subordinate elements of the universe, involves 
reaches of time which must of necessity vary in almost 
every instance. Let it suffice to say, man’s destiny is 
to be momentarily realised in all his actions while he 
thus passes on, as the result of faithful attention to the 
laws of his being, both individually and relatively con- 
sidered. 

In a note, I would bere give my reasons for not deal. 
ing with euch definitions, or terms, as heaven and hell, 
election, salvation, repentance, faith, righteousness, &c., 
&c.; because, as terme, they refer only to such phases 
of experionce as are artificial, rather than of a real 
character. A vast number of words and phrases are 
coined by theologians and others, which bave the effect 
of confusing rather than directing mankind. 

I desire to confine my remarks to such terms as accu- 
rately define the facts of the universe, and will, conse- 

nently, aid mankind in their endeavours to rise upwards 
in the scale of life. There is no phrase more dwelt 
upon in relation to man's experience as a religious being 
than God-manifest. From this conception has arisen 
all those attempts to personate and localise the Infinite 
Being which the religions of the world reveal. As also 
my own Divinum Humanum, in which I endeavoured to 
make it apparent that, in the Person of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, mankind could realise God, and come in contact 
with Him, or indeed, in other words, that He was really 
and truly God. It is characteristic of the human race 
in its elementary state, to feel the need of some such 
conception of a present and personal Deity; but when 
the mind becomes more enlarged, then it will be enabled 
to recognise the fulness of the Deity as manifested in 
all things which be, including the growth of Deific prin- 
ciples in themselves. I do not mean to affirm that it is 
ey ng for one individual to manifest Deific prin- 
ciples in a greater degree than others, but that the 
sum total of Deity could be comprised in one personal 
human, is to my comprehension utterly incompatible 
with the recognised order of things in the wide universe. 


It is alone through the out-birth of spiritual essences 
that the great ruling Principle of the Universe can be 
manifested to the observation of creatures whose mode 


of recognition approaches them from without. Under 
any circumstances, such as we can possibly realise, a 
very small grasp of the mode by which Deity is mani- 
fested in the universe generally, is possible, seeing that 
our scope for research is limited, and that it is impossible 
for the finite to grasp the infinite; for there are no 
conceivable bounds to a domain which is supposed to 
| eid of the characteristics of its primal elements. 
ature, as it comprises man’s surroundings and his own 
P being, affords the base on which should be 
t the manifested Deity. There and there alone will 
the inscrutable Principle of life be realised, ma 
elements into a form compatible with the Infinite W. 
and Pleasure which we imagine characterises that awful 
Principle of independent Being. 
H. J. B. 
Melbourne, August, 1880. 
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FROM “THE LAW-EXPOUNDER OF THE 
UNIVERSE.” 
Szorrow III. 
Dear Friends, and fellow seekers after truth, fellow 
labourers in the fields of knowledge, we will on the pre- 
sent occasion continue the cosmogenic theory, or nebular 


hypothesis as it is still denominated by terrestrial astro- 
nomers, but verified by spiritual observation and spiritual 


P- | science the theory can no longer be considered 


hypothesis it having passed from pé ry into fully 
ascertained and indisputable fact. “But the laws of cos- 
mical progress and the agglomeration of the etherial 
atoms into suns and planets, cannot be fully understood 
until the mind passes from mortality to immortality. 
It requires spiritual development and spiritual science to 
unravel the phenomena of creation and fully understand 
the laws—both simple and sublime—which Infinite 
wisdom has impr upon matter, and to discern the 
stamp of divine perfection in the wonderful laws and 
the unalterable baison of the order of the universe, 

In my last address which I was compelled to terminate 
somewhat abruptly, I referred to the fact of the etheric 
atoms forming a body of successive layers of unequal 
density around the central nucleus of the forming star, 
the densest matter gravitating to the centre, and the 
lightest, or the most volatile, reaching the surface, then 
mutual repulsion intervening, compelling the great action 
of the centrifugal force repulsing energy, to overcome 
the gravitating power of centripetal, compelling three 
great actions—condensation, evaporation and precipita- 
tion, (nature's processes are miracles more stupendous 
than the human mind can grasp. 

When the nucleus is sufficiently formed to be wholly 
influenced by the central repulsion and mof until then 
are successive reacting zones of volatile molecules 
thrown off, which form the planets of the solar system. 
These zones commencing their cosmic progress by form- 
ing concentring rings uniting into spheres, and the great 
resistance of the ether compelling them to develope a 
resisting medium incosmicspace, Reciprocal attraction 
must, in all parts of the nucleus which is being con- 
densed by the coolness of the ether, leave ia the p aneof 
the equator zones of vaporish molecules, which re- 

uire a greater or less degree of cold to return to a 
D uid or solid state. These in after ages form the sat. 
ellites and rings ; the orbital motion of the satellites and 
rings being the same as the rotatory motion of the 
planets, the motion of the planets being coincident with 
the rotatory motion of the sun. This agreement of the 
orbital motion of the sun, planets, satellites and rings, 
shows the unity and sympathy which unites the whole 
of the solar system. Tha Creator having forged a 
chain of harmony uniting together the whole system, 
and placing the last link in ite progenitor the sun, that 
he may conduct them towards some great goal, or 

at centre of attraction. Thus the law of gravity 
comes the primordial law of all the heavenly bodies, 
linking them Bin one vast bond of unity, the 
necessary consequence being an equilibrium of the 
originally fluid suns and planets. A relationship exists 
between the radius vector and the surface of the 
nucleus in the different stages of condensation through 
which it has passed, and thus stratum after Stratum of 
the condensation will press against the bodies’ surface ` 
with a force diminishing with the square of the bodies’ 
surface, and in the forming planets may be seen matter 
(if I said etheric atoms I should explain myself better), 
subject to great conflicting forces ; those which central- 
ise, and their opposites, which manifest their existence 
in disturbing and dispersing influences, the sympathy 
with the radius vector arising from the first condensa- 
tion of the forming planet; and thus the radius vector 
weeps over equal spaces in equal times. Thus, accord- 
ing to dynamical principles, the nucleus must have 
formed in the nebulosity of the sun ere those zones of 
matter were flung off which form the planets of the solar 
system, Thus the cosmogenic theory is not alone appli- 
cable to the solar system, but extends to the formation 
of the innumerable suns and worlds throughout the 
universe, and reveals the origin of all the heavenly 
' 1 
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bodies, while science discloses the method of creation; 
and what are the heavenly bodies but divergent branches 


of the mighty tree of creation, a constant succession of 


henomena—ever.progressing changes into higher and 
es forms of life. The creative power is ever at 
work. God the Creator is continually creating new 
universes. In the deeps beyond the deeps lie univers 
untold; and what is all creation but the visible evide 
of the power and glory of the Creator? Oh! seekers 
after splritual knowledge, pra that your understandings 
may be enlightened to bebold the infinite wisdom and 
illimitable love which is everywhere manifest in tbe 
works of God. 

Terrestrial astronomical science admits that the sun 
is very much larger than the solar planets with re; 
to magnitude, but assigns it a mass or weight four times 
less than the weight assigned to your earth. This 
theory wbich is deduced partly from observation and 
partly from caleulations from experiments with the 
pendulum, is altogether erroneous; the error partly 
arising from the position of the observer and partly from 
atmospheric or other media through which the obser- 
vations are made; while it is also explicable, in some 
degree, by errors arising from the terrestrial influence 
on the pendulum. Since I have entered spirit-life I 
have had much to unlearn, and I have learned much; 
I have learned to know now, and to regard the sun as 
being as weighty as any of the cosmical bodies of the 
solar system. jt were in vain to explain to you the 
experiments and observations which have enabled me to 
arrive at this result, suffice it to say that it is so. To 
assign the eun a density only equal to that given to it 
by terrestrial astronomers, would be to consider it a 
mass of glowing hydrogen — this being bulk without 


p 

ie sun, with regard to ite physical constitution, is a 
solid now-laninous body with nine different coatings, or 
atmospheres, each one more luminous by comparison 
as it is further from the opaque body of the sun. 


I will now enumerate for you these different atmos- 
pheres. I have said each is more luminous, but there is 
an exception. First—An atmosphere which corres- 
ponds very much with the atmosphere of the earth 
when the earth's atmosphere is occupied by dense strata 
of dark and light ‘clouds. This atmosphere is super- 


im upon the dark body of the sun, and surrounds 
it toa t height. Next comes an elastic medium, 
extremely rarified, which separates the first from the 
third. e latter is a vaporous atmosphere ; it is anal- 


ogous to, but not exactly the same as, the vaporous 
atmosphere above the first stratum of the earth's atmos- 
phere. Fourthly.—A condensing atmosphere; that is, 
& composition of dark or cloudy elements, This is the 
solitary exception. It is not so luminous as the pre- 
ceding ones, removed from the dark body of tho surface 
of the sun. Then we have what we term the refriger- 
ating or intensely cool atmosphere, which intervening 
between tbe next, which is an extremely luminous one, 
to which terrestrial e ieee has assigned the name of 
photosphere, the condensation of the vaporous atmos- 
phere intervening between the body of tho sun, renders 
the sun cool and enjoyable, Then we have the photos- 
phere, an intensely luminous atmosphere, and in this 
revolve immense rings and belts of cosmical bodies, 
which becoming heated by their revolutions around the 
photosphere, give it that luminous appearance it presents 
and are the foundation of the phenomena of feculi and 

i. Then we have next a reflecting atmosphere, 
which catching these extreme rays sends them forth 

‘the earth in an intenser state ; i. e., surcha 

with magnetism. We have next an extremely trans- 
parent atmosphere, which, so far as spiritual science 
supplies us with knowledge, acts as a medium between 
that and the external surface of the sun, which is ex- 
Henar garou. Indeed we may consider that what is 
calledi tatmospheretobeanextremely subtle 
g a higher, more sublimated and refini 


movements inde- 


of each other, the p giving the 


sun that appearance of extreme incandescence which it 
presents when viewed with telescopic assistance. 

The sun has also a rotatory motion upon ite axis. This 
terrestrial science has become cognisant of by observa- 
tion of those immense black spots on the solar surfaco 
which, appearing on the eastern border pass across the 
sun's disk and become less as they move across to the 
western border. E a 

We will presently consider what it is that produces 
dynamical phenomena on a scale so vast as the various 
spots which the sun presente. I will first remark with 
regard to the rotatory motion of the sun, that like the 
orbital motion of the planets, it does not vary, but 
always occurs in the same interval of time, namely: 
twenty-five days, nine hours, forty-seven minutes, and 
five seconds, You will see, my friends, that spiritual 
science differs from terrestrial astronomy by two hours, 
sixty-three seconds in the rotatory motion of the sun. 
That may seem a small matter to you, but to the man of 
science it means a pe deal indeed. I do not by that 
assign to the sun a lesservelocity of rotatory motion than 
terrestrial astronomy does, but 1 attribute to it a 
much greater bulk than they do. We will, in con. 
cluding the present ‘address, just ascertain what it is 
that gives rise to the phenomena of the solar spots, I 
have already spoken of those meteoric rings which 
revolve in the photosphere, as producing those bright 
spots known to science as facule and luculli. Now it is 
well known that these usually precede the appearance 
of a spot—that a spot is seen sometimes without a 
nucleus, and penumbra, and sometimes with a nucleus 
and penumbra. These phenomena have given rise to 
much diversity of opinion amongst terrestrial astrono- 
mers; some considering them as transparent bodies, 
floating in the sun's surface, which bodies coming into 
conjunction towards the centre, produce the appearance 
of these spots. This is not so, because they would then 
have unequal appearances, and extremely unequal ve- 
locities, whereas they have varied appearances, but their 
velocity usually the same. The various spots would not 
have an equal velocity, for one spot would have a 
greater velocity than another. Another theory assumes 
that they are volcanic eruptions, and that the smoke 
constitutes the dark spots. Another, that they are the 
eratera of extinct volcanos, situated on high eminences, 
and being seen through the luminous surface of the 
sun present the appearance of nuclei and penumbra. 


It is a fact that faculw usually precede the appear- 
ance of spots. On the guseous atmosphere of the 
sun are strong electro-magnetic currents ; and as the 
rays are obliquely towards the borders of the sun, 
the current commences there, and gaining force as it 
traverses the sun's disk, where it comes into contact 
with the various atmospheres, this electric current 
sweeping down, discovers the dark body of tho sun. 
When it has a nucleus, or when there is a seeming 
nucleus and no penumbra, the dark body is wholly dis- 
closed to view. When this is the case—say penumbra 
without nuclei—the electro-magnetic current has only 
reached the condensing atm here of the sun below 
the other strata that lead to the surface. It is then a 
poner without a nucleus. Sometimes this seems to 

the case when the interior of the cloudy bi is 
brighter than the shadow. This is easily explained. 
Sometimes an electro-magnetic current, cleaving aside 
the whole of the solar atmospheres, leaves exposed to 
view the solar sea, when the surface catching the re- 
flected light of the photosphere renders the interior 
of the dark or cloudy spot of great brightness, but 
still dim and shadowy when compared with the 
extreme splendour of the sun's photosphere. 
reference to the solar spots. I take it for granted 
that you all know that the dicoret of the rotation of 
the sun on its axis is due to the observation of the solar 
spots. Astronomers have disputed concerning their 
augmentation and diminution. If a spot appears in the 
eastern edge of the sun’s disc it will seem like a small 
oval, being repr mp As it nears the centre, it 
will appear like a circle enlarged in size; as it nears the 
western border it will present a forshortened ap 
and will do so during 56 or 57 revolutions. They are 
confined to two zones, one 85 north declination, the 
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south declination. By us they are often seen 
ane 46 south. These are divided from the equator 
two zones, which are quite free from these magnetic 
vations. Sometimes the sun will be thickly covered 
with, and at others quite free from them. Sometimes a 
vast spot, millions of miles in ares, will be visible for 
two or three revolutions. Again, immense spots will 
break up into innumerable smaller ones, and will disap- 
pear near the centre of the solar disc. Others are 
traversed by rills of luminous matter: these are incan- 
descent particles fused in gaseous media. With regard 
to facule—the solar atmospheres at the surface are full 
of tremendous disturbances, which cause immense fis- 
sures, producing spots and penumbre. In the equa- 
torial regions of your earth are similar disturbances, 
which, viewed from .a distance, would lead to a belief 
that it was uninbabited. The belts of Jupiter are 
attributable to the same cause. There is also a correla- 
tion between solar spots and terrestrial magnetism. 
With respect to the corona of the sun, I will speak of 
that hereafter. I will merely add that sun spots were 
intended for several purposes by the Creator, who fore- 
sees all wants; while the sun itself is the great mag- 
netiser as well as the light-giver and heat-developer, the 
comets receive magnetisin from the sun by the agency 
of these “spots,” and distribute it through the solar 
system. , s f : 
May the Infinite Wisdom guide you in your lives. 
May the Creator, Our Father, send his harmony into 
your lives, that by their purity and nobleness you may 
show to the world the greatness of Spiritual knowledge 
and Spiritual truth, Farewell ! 


Ca Correspondents. 


Communications for insertion in this Journal should be 
plainly written, and as concise as possible. 


(Several communications held over for want of space.) 


SPIRITISM IN SYDNEY—ITS PROGRESS. 
Part 3. 


To rme Eprror or ray “ Hansrcer or Lronr." 


Dear Sir,—A short time after what I related in my 
last, I called on the owner of the house—who used to 
live there with bis family, but had left it for the same 
reason as given by others. I found him a pleasant and 
jovial man, a ready wit; but a staunch bigoted Koman 
Catholic. Explaining to him the cause of my visit, he 
said he was well aware of the “strange noises," but 
believed they proceeded from the expansion and con- 
traction of the eaves and floor, or the wind playing in 
the iron roof, (here was the origin of the wind story) 
andalthough unpleasant “they were nothing.” But 
thinking it might be something, I named the matter to 
a clairvoyant friend. We determined to form an Investi- 
gating committee, and ina few days we started to call 
on the owner to get his sanction to hold a seance in the 
houso, but before doing so we thou ht it best to visit 
the house, on approaching which the clairvoyant suddenly 
exclaimed “There he is, see, there he goes round the 
house?” As we could see no one we asked who was 
fin around the house. He replied “The man who 

mdeseribedto me." The next moment he said, 

“Oh there heis again?” And there true enough and 
as plain as daylight could make it we saw the same old 
man standing on the verandah, for some moments we 
were motionless and dumbfounded. I was the first to re- 
cover when I said, * Well old man you are still here 
then? If you are in any trouble or are earth bound and 
want to be freed from your bonds, you may follow us 
home and we will assist you P" That he understood me 
was evident, for he very politely bowed, and then van- 
As we returned home we wondered" what this 

could mean,” and speculated on the result of our visit, 
however the matter was set at rest, for shortly after en- 
tering my friend’s sitting room the large table began to 
tilt in an unaccountable manner, and seated on a ci 
next me was the same old man, this time I got & better 
View of his facc,which appeared troubled and careworn, 


hair | holy keepers 


presently a sister was entranced, and tho chairman 
asked his name—“ My name is M'Linch," “are you 
happy ?" “no!” “have you committed any crime?” 
“no!” “did your body come toa violent death ?" “no! 
* then what is the cause of your being unheppy ?" “ be- 
cause I have not gone to heaven." “Then why do you 
not go?” “ Although I am free from the body, I am not 
freed from the earth, Iam enduring purgatory, therefore 
Iam not happy ?" "Poor fellow would you like us to 
pray for you ?" "no!" “why not?" “ Because I have 
paid the priest to do so, and your prayer would do no 
good, you not being the priest—Father Maloney said, if 
I paid him well he Vahl gat me out, but he has not 
done so," “are you content to be so earth bound ?" 
“ yes, till the priest prays me out, then I shall be all 
right.” `A sitter here remarked that the priest could 
not pray him out, he had been deceived, but if he would 
let us we would pray for him?” “ Well, you may pray 
if you like but it will do no good"—here an eloquent 
prayer was offered for this poor misguided earth bound 
spirit, at the close of which he thanked us, and as he re- 
tired we could hear him repeat “no good—no good.” 
We then closed the seance and separated, About six 
weeks later, one afternoon I called on my friend, he was 
standing witha paper in his hand, and not in anyway 
Ricks of the foregoing, he handed me the paper, 
saying he had just comein, and had been entranced and 
hence the writing, but as it was in japanese he could 
not read it. I was then entranced and wrote this inter- 
pretation—“ Good evening, my friend F., I am glad to 
welcome you home, for your presence is needed very 
much “as that poor old Irishman is here asking for some 
one to help him out of the darkness he is in, he says he 
is now convinced the priest deceived him, and the man 
who showed him the error cannot be found, I told him 
to wait till you return and you would help him—signed 
Singola, Buddhist nun.” When I came out of the trance, 
to my surprise the old man was sitting near me in utter 
despair, we again offered prayer to the Almighty Spirit 
for this poor earth: bound spirit. We knew that our 
prayer was heard for his bonds were broken, he “has 

one up higher,” for he never visits the old house now. 

hus we have the twofold reward of releasing a spirit 
from bondage, and freeing a house from its ghostly visitor, 
but I shall never forget the agony of that night in the 
haunted house. 

I enclose a copy of Singola's note, it has been (the 
original) submitted to an educated Japanese, who says 
it is a perfect reproduction of his language as written 
some 6500 years ago. 

The Rev. Mr. Dowie has somewhat altered his ideas, 
in his last lecture against Spiritism, he said, “ there was 
no disguising the fact that in Sydney it was gaining 
ground to an alarming extent, and it was useless to deny 
the fact that men do commune with spirits, but those 
spirits were all of the devil—devilish." After that 
there may be a little hope that soon he will allow that 
there are othgr spirits as well. For my part I am con- 
tent to comrhune with devils ifit is devilish to return to 
earth and thank us for our endeavours and success 
such as just related. If such is the result of prayer to 
the Almighty I shall be quite delighted to be visited 
with ten thousand such devils, One poor spirit returned 
after 27 years to thank one of our sitters for teachin 
him the A. B. C. when 26 years of age, he said it ha. 
not only helped him to improve his worldly condition, 
but had saved him from a life of sin and evil, and that 
through that means he was now happy, concluding with 
—" continue in well doing, faint not, but be faithful to 
yourself and the Almighty, and your reward shall be 

+.” Our hearts were strengthened for wo had felt 
hint and discouraged too often, and we thank God Al- 
mighty for visite from devils like these. 

Mr. Proctor bas caused a great strife amongst Christ- 
ian parsons here, they begin to feel the ground shake 
beneath them,and they are at work, last week Mr. 
Proctor advertised his intention to lecture on Sunday 
evening in the Theatre Royal “on the Vastness of 
God's Universe.” this was too much for the “ good and 
“of the Lord's day,” for thay, Nd that the 
most intelligent of their spin longing for “ pas- 
tures greeny’ after so long feeding on the dry bones of 
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theology, were buying tickets for this test “treat of 
the season.” "i interviewed the Colonial Sec- 
retary, and succeeded in frightening him erga against 
his better judgment) into the belief that he would be 
“damned” ifhe allowed the lecture to take place, these 
good and holy soldiors of the cross are, I am safe in 
saying, not representative Christians, but still they 
succeeded, for when I arrived at the dress circle entrance 
at 6-30 the gas was just turned out and 1 was informed 
that " there would be no lecture to night Sir, for Henry 
Parkes will not allow it, this is a great change, for Parkes 
was one timo tho advocate of the “ people's rights,” but 
since he has succeeded to the Colonal rotargabib, he 
in tho cause of liborty continuely shows the white 
feather. Although the lecture was not to be given till 
7-80., by 7 o'clock there must have been at least some 
4000 of the most intelligent and respectable people 
of Sydney present, although greatly Penn the 
strictest order prevailed, but an undertone showed that 
there was more meaning of determination in the quict 
than in the loud expression of resentment. I may say 
that in all my travels (which are not a few) I never saw 
a more orderly and well conducted law abiding gathering 
than blocked the street for nearly two hours, 
expressing themselves thus—" Oh, my Country, my 
Country, hast thou eank eo low that thou canst 
not for one night worship God in thy own way? 
how hast thy rd of freedom departed?" And one 
burly native stood with rueful face saying—" What will 
they think of us in old England, we have shot their 
Prince, we have kicked their lord and now we have 
ganged their first scientific lecturer." But the disgrace 
will not fall on the people but on the devoted head of 
the Rev. Dr. Mc.Gibbon, (nothing can be done without 
a Rev.) for he claims the credit of frightening Parkes. 
But thie is not the end of it, for they intend to brin, 
pop epe e our lecturers, C. Bright, a 


ay, 
ive not been interfered with, and now all at pe 
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Qu the erase ef Jure & ISSA this some 
— cd visit à 


THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT 


separately held out a pair of freshly cleaned slates si, 
nd the sistas ack touching them or the | Nez 
but standing at least five feet off, on the opposito side of 
a large dining table. Intelligent writing, accompani; 
with proofs of clairvoyance, came in both cases. One of 
irs of slates used in this experiment had been 
i ht by me at Mr. Clarke's shop, on Warren street, 
japa , a few days before, and had laid in a private 
drawer, where no one had touched them. No chance 
for chemical writing here. Furthermore, I had thoro ly 
washed and wiped them just before the experiment. be. 


an. 
" I had placed on the table a book-slate of my own, the 
covers being of stiff pasteboard. Both sides of the slate 
were already covered with writing, got on one side 
through Mr. Watkins in 1877, and on the other side 
through Mr. Powell in 1879. It was proposed by one 
of the ladies that writing should be given on this slate, 
I consented to have the old writing obliterated if it 
could be done without any known human agency. In. 
stantly, before there could be any chance for a process 
of chemistry or a trick of legerdemain, the medium, 
closely watched, held out the closed slate, and in less 
than twelve seconds handed it back to me, and on opening 
it I found that one of the surfaces had been throughly 
cleaned, while on it had been written the words,—" Dear 
Brother—I rub this all out. Lizzie, your sister.” 

Let me pass over some half-dozen similar experiments 
(all made in broad daylight) and come to the closi 
one. Mr. Watkins, after putting a small bit of slate 
pencil between two slates, allowed us to handle and er. 
amine them, while he stood off at a distance of twenty- 
two feet in a diagonal line from a small work table in the 
opposite corner. We satisfied ourselves that the alates 
wereclean. One of the ladies, by the mediums directions 
then placed them on the small table, resumed her seat, 
and, at a signal from bim, brought them back to me, be 
keeping his distance all the while and never once coming 
witbin fifteen feet of the slates. Taking off the u per 
slate, I found on the under one these words, M 
eight lines on the slate, with a name well known to me 
^g in full: “ My dear son and daughter, 1 am here, 
and I must see you again: can'tsay more. Your lovin, 
mother, M. O. E $ d 

The extraordinary facts in this experiment were: That 
the slates were not touched by the medium after they 
had left my hands till they were brought back to me by 
on^ of the ladies and I had read the writing; that I had 
just previously satisfied myself that the surfaces were 
clean; and that while the direct writing was going on 
and could be heard, the medium stood at a distance of 
twenty-two feet from the slates, 

Phenomena like these seem to me to knock out of 
materialism its raison d'etre. Where and how can it 
find an Sapaat P It is impotent to suggest one con- 
sistent with its own dogmas. Here are proofs of an in- 
telligent force acting outside of a human brain, outside 
of any visible organism. In all ages of the world such 


. | à force has been compared to the unseen human breath 


es nicer Tt has been called spiritual, as in cortraet 
with what is visible, tangible or material 

I would advise those who doubt Mr. Cook's testimony, 
confirmed as it is by that of eminent Petar vir (ve 
in the case of Slade, and by many thousands of intelli- 


k gos parane in this country, to try Mr. Watkins; or,if 


another work not so easily got—* La Realité 
des Esprits” (Paris, 1856), by the late Baron Gulden- 
Swedish a great Hebrew scholar, and 
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toa full knowledge of the phenomena b 
Guldenstubbe, and his latest work (1879) was on the 
dangers and the uses of p ni ger B 

So long as our best t kers refuse to grapple with 
this stupendous and most esae fact of direct writing, 
now so common and so easily demonstrated, in broad 
daylight, it is not surprising that the whole great sub- 
ject of the various phenomena should fall into the hands 
of many persons unqualified by education and intellec- 
tual force to handle it and make the proper philosophical 
deductions. The illiterate and unscrupulous have often 
brought discredit upon the investigation ; but it is about 
as irrational to defame and condemn the real science of 
Spiritualism, pure and simple (for a science it is), as it 
would be to speak ill of the equator or of the science of 

thropology. 

That eui of mediums, sensitive as many of them 
are to bad influences as well a8 good—often impecunious 
and needy—should sometimes be tempted to supplement 

uine phenomena by spurious, is not surprising while 
| ie nature ig what we know it to be, and when we 
learn that the genuine are notto be summoned at all 
times at the medium's pus but are subject to cer- 
tain subtle conditions of which he is often as ignorant 
as the rest of the world, I hope that those persons who 
really want the truth will take the bai opportunity 
of investigating it. I also hope that the assailants of 
Mr. Cook will show their sincerity by investigating for 
themeelves,—Zhe Boston Transcript. 


Boston, June 15, 1880. 


OM. 


(For the information and edification of those Australian colonists 
who are interested in the pr of religious ba ae and the 
Fwd trys of psychological science, I publish the following from 
the official circular letter and rules of the Theosophical Society, 

W. H. Terry, F.T.8.] 


A BRIEF EXPLANATION AS TO THE NATURE 

OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, AND ITS 

RELATIONS TO THE INDIAN PEOPLE AND 
VARIOUS RELIGIONS, 


From the President and Council of the Theosophical 
Society to the friends of Truth, Greeting : 

The following facts are given at the request of a 
Native prince who had misunderstood what this Society 
is and thought they should be made known. 

I, The Theosophical Society was formed in America, 
five years ago, by some intelligent and energetic persons, 
with these four objects in view :— 

First, —To discover and make known to the world the 
truth about the Aryas, by studying their 
ancient literature, religions, and sciences, and 
the various branches that have sprung from 
that parent stock. 

Second.—To vindicate the said religion and philosophy 
by pointing out how they have been distorted 

ugh the ignorance of the Western scholars, 
and the malice of some other people; and, 
since it pits that each sect and branch has 
sprung from the  Veda, therefore, all the 
Pandits of various sects have the opportunity 
and are invited to defend their religious view 
in this Society's journal, the Tmzosorurer, 
and thus redress whatever wrongs may have 
been done to their views by either wilful or 

. , ignorant misrepresentations. 

Third.—To pus form the nucleus of a Brother- 

hood of Humanity, or Universal Brotherhood, 
of which each member joining might in time 
of need and according to his deserts, be 
helped by all and help in bis turn, as a 
brother would another brother.* 


A poorer. Even the borrowin, from each other is strictly 
Prohibited unless business 8 ud. be transacted o two 
Entirely outside their connection with the Th ety ; 
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Fourth.—To discover the hidden principles in Narunn 
and Max ; to establish the boundaries of the 
powers of the inner Man on reasonable 
fone ; and, among otherthings, to ascertain 

ow much truth there is in the so-called Yo, 
Vidya, Jadoo, Mesmerism, Spiritualism, ini 
other like things, and bring this truth, what- 
everitis, to light. The Society therefore 
neither affirms nor rejects anything without 
due investigation. 

II. The Society asks both Eastern and Western 
scholars, learned Pandits, Sadhus and other good Asiatic 
Shastrees to help it to get this most valuable knowledge. 
Thus labouring together, those who are inspired by a 
love for India, may aid in bringing about the restoration 
of the now faded greatness of this once rich, powerful, 
me happy country, by the spread of useful know- 

2, 

Tir The Society has nothing to do with politics, nor 
does it permit its members to engage in conspiracies and 
rebellions inst any Government in any country 
where it has branches. 

IV. The Society, as a Society, preaches no one re- 
ligion, nor does it follow any one religious teacher, nor 
belong toany one sect. Its principle is that people 
following or not rae, d the religion and customs of 
their ancestors are equally eligible for membership, pro- 
vided they do not act in conflict with the principles of 
the Society. The posin, therefore, admits Hindus, 
whether idolators or not idolators, Parsis, Jains, Budd- 
hists, Jews, Christians, Mahomedans, etc., into its mem- 
bership on terms of mutual tolerance ; regards them all 
as brothers; and gives each as much honour as every 
other. The organizers and officers of the Society are 
not of one caste or religion, but of many. The General 
Council is composed of eminent persons residing in 
different countries of the world, and collectively rep- 
rontog all the principal great religions above enum- 
erated. 

V. The Society teaches people to be honest, peaceful, 
speakers of truth, pure in life, and to abstain from vice, 
including the vice of drunkenness, which has brought 
misery wherever it prevails. It teaches men to live not 
merely for this life, but to conduct themselves in such a 
way that they may be happy. here and to attain perfect 
release from pain hereafter. : : 

VI. Some of the Society's members believe in Yog 
Vidya (occult science) and think it ought to be univer- 
sally known and practised by such as are prepared for 
this noble study. 

VII. The Society has been much persecuted and 
lied about by the enemies of truth ever since it was 
founded, and especially in India. These enemies even 
went so far as to try to persuade the Government that 
it was a political Society in disguise. But, after 
watching every action of its members for months, the 
Government has officially announced that it is satisfied 
the Committee of the Society came here with no evil 
intention, and that its objects are laudable. His Excel- 
lency, the Viceroy, has also caused the Hon ble Mr. 
Batten, his Personalf Assistant, to write the following 


letter :— 


Drak MADAM, ia m 
itted to His Excellency, the Viceroy, the letter whi 
box pomi to me and the numbers of the THEOSOPHIST which 


ood enough to send. 
T is Excellency desires me to say that he is glad to find a Society 
of Western origin devoting itself with such zeal to the pursuit of 


Indian philosophy. Yours traly, 
(8d.) G, H, M. BATTEN. 


Caloutta, 1st, January 1880. 


To Mur, BLAVATSKY. 


VIII. The Turosormrsr mentioned by Mr. Batten 
is a monthly magazine published by the Society in the 
English langusge, with the object of circulating 
throughout the world such truths about the ancient re- 
ligion as we and our brothers, the learned Sadhus, Pan- 
dita, and Swamis, may know. Itis published at cost— 
80 as to give it the Por pei? circulation, among 

r as well as the ric! 2 . 
hg Persons who think well of our Society and wish 
to join it must observe the following rules:—(a) They. 
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theology, were buying tickets for this greatest “treat of 
the rn or interviewed the Colonial Sec- 
retary, and succeeded in frightening him (although against 
his better judgment) into the belief that he would be 
“damned” ifhe allowed the lecture to take place, these 
good and holy soldiers of the cross are, I am safe in 
saying, not representative Christians, but still they 
succeeded, for when I arrived at the dress circle entrance 
at 6-80 the gas was just turned out and 1 was informed 
that “there would be no lecture to night Sir, for Henry 
Parkes will not allow it, this is a great change, for Parkes 
was one time the advocate of the “ neus rights," but 
since he has eucceeded to the Colonal retaryship, he 
in the cause of liberty continuely shows the white 
feather. Although the lecture was not to be given till 
7.80., by 7 o'clock there must have been at least some 
4000 of. the most intelligent and respectable people 
of Sydney present, although greatly dur. teg the 
strictest pA ee prevailed, but an undertone showed that 
there was more meaning of determination in the quiet 
than in the loud expression of resentment. I may say 
that in all my travels (which are not a few) I never saw 
a more prac h and well conducted law abiding gathering 
than blocked the street for nearly two hours, 
expressing themselves thus—" Ob, my Country, my 
Country, hast thou sank so low that thou ‘canst 
not for one night worship God in kr own way? 
how hast thy doe of freedom departed?" And one 
burly native stood with rueful face saying—* What will 
they think of us in old England, we have shot their 
Prince, we bave kicked their lord and now we have 
gagged their first scientific lecturer." But the disgrace 
will not fall on the people but on the devoted head of 
the Rev. Dr. Mc.Gibbon, (nothing can be done without 
a Rev.) for he claims the credit of frightening Parkes. 
But this is not the end of it, for they intend to brin 
their pop guns against our lecturers, C. Bright, at 

erman, should the Colonial Secretary interfere 
with them it is our firm determination to resist any 
insult and stand shoulder to shoulder for our right of 
private judgment in matters of religion and science, to 
the bitterend. Next Sunday will be the test of right and 
truth, against the errors made by Henry Parkes and 
his friend the dogmatic enemy of liberty the Rev. D. 
McGibbon, this unwise step has caused a great excite- 
ment such has not been known for years. Mr. Bright, 
T, Tyana and others have for years lectured on Sunday, 
and have not been interfered with, and now all at once 
the Secretary has awoke to the astounding fact that it is 
“wrong,” next Sunday will decide if weare to have our 
rights as citizens of this free independant, and enlight- 
ened New South Wales capital. 1 will give a full 
report in my next.—yours truly, 

8. W. M, 


Sydney, Sept., 8th, 1880. 
SLATE-WRITING EXTRAORDINARY. 


By Eres SanGerr. 

I seo that some of the religious papers rebuke Rev. 
Joseph Cook for testifying, with four of his friends, to 
the phenomenon of inflependant slate-writing as wit- 
nessed by them in my MT on the 18th of March, 1880. 
Mr. Charles E. Watkins, the medium on that occasion, 
is now at No. 2 Lovering place, Boston,where he will re- 
main a few weeks longer, and be ready, no doubt, to prove 
to any patient investigator that direct, independent writ- 
ing, by some force exercising intelligence an acting apart 
from any visible organism, is a demonstrable fact. 
Mr. Cook, by his prompt and intrepid testimony, did 
no more than any honest man, whatever bis prejudices, 
ought to do under simitiar circumstances, and urged by 
similiar evidences and convictions. Certainly it is in- 
cumbent on those who are now abusing him to pause 
until they practically ascertain whether Mr. Watkins 
aon do as much for them as he did for Cook and bis 
frien 


‘On the afternoon of June 8, 1880, this eame medium 


i. andi, pd visit bringin - “ friend" with 
im, and repeated in my presence and that of two ladies 
of the fani, 
presence of Mr. 


not valo all the phenomena got in the 
Cook and his friends, but several much 
more surprising than any of those. The two ladies each 


separately held out a pair of freshly cleaned slates sim, 
und the be aa not touching them or the = 
but standing at least five feet off, on the opposite side of 
a large dinag table. Intelligent writing, accompanied 
with proofs of clairvoyance, came in both cases. One of 
Pairs of slates used in this experiment had been 
ta ht by me at Mr. Clarke's shop, on Warren e 
Roxbury, a few days before, and had laid in a private 
drawer, where no one had touched them. No chance 
for chemical writing here. Furthermore, I had thorou, ly 
washed and wiped them just before the experiment d 


n. 
"I had placed on the table a book-slate of my own, the 
covers being of stiff pasteboard. Both sides of the slate 
were already covered with writing, got on one side 
through Mr. Watkins in 1877, and on the other side 
through Mr. Powell in 1879. It was proposed by one 
of the ladies that writing should be given on thie slate, 
I consented to have the old writing obliterated if it 
could be done without any known human agency. In. 
stantly, before there could be any chance for a process 
of chemistry or a trick of legerdemain, the medium, 
closely watched, held out the closed slate, and in less 
tban twelve seconds handed it back to me, and on opening 
it I found that one of the surfaces had been throughly 
cleaned, while on it had been written the worde,—" Dear 
Brother—I rub this all out. Lizzie, your sister." 

Let me pass over some half-dozen similar experiments 
(all made in broad daylight) and come to the closing 
one. Mr. Watkins, after poss a small bit of slate 
pencil between two slates, allowed us to handle and er. 
amine them, while he stood off at a distance of twenty. 
two feet in a diagonal line from a small work table in the 
opposite corner. We satisfied ourselves that the slates 
wereclean. One of the ladies, by the mediums directions 
then placed them on the small table, resumed her seat, 
and, at a eignal from him, brought them back to me, he 
keeping his distance all the while and never once coming 
within fifteen feet of the slates. Taking off the u per 
slate, I found on the under one these words, Tid 
eight lines on the slate, with a name well known to me 
signed in full: * My dear son and daughter, 1 am here, 
and I mustsee you again: can'teay more. Your loving 
mother, M. O. 8.” 

The extraordinary facts in this experiment were: That 
the slates were not touched by the medium after they 
bad left my hands till they were brought back to me by 
ono of the ladies and I had read the writing; that I had 
just previously satisfied myself that the surfaces were 
clean ; and that while the direct writing was going on 
and could be heard, the medium stood at a distance of 
twenty-two feet from the slates, 

Phenomena like these seem to me to knock out of 
materialism its raison d'etre, Where and how can it 
find an explanation? It is impotent to suggest one con- 
sistent with its own dogmas. Here are proofs of an in- 
telligent force acting outside of a human brain, outside 
ofany visible organism. In all ages of the world such 
a force has been compared to the unseen human breath 
re qan It has been called spiritual, as in contrast 
with what is visible, tangible or material. 

I would advise those who doubt Mr. Cook's testimony, 
confirmed as it is by that of eminent German physicians 
in the case of Slade, and by many thousands o intelli- 
gent persons in this country, to try Mr. Watkins; or,if 
they cannot do that, to read a little work entitled 
" Peychography,” by M. A. Oxon. The writer is & 
clergyman of the English Established Church, and a 
much esteemed professor in the University College 
of London. 

There is another work not so easily got—“ La Realitó 
des Esprits” (Paris, 1856), by the late Baron Gulden- 
stubbe a Swedish nobleman, a great Hebrew scholar, and 
a devout truth-seeker, who givesin his book fac-similes 
of some fifty specimens of direct writing, given, as he 
believed, in answer to his own prayers for & proof of im- 
mortal The phenomena was confirmed by some fifty 
Tes le witnesses ; but the Baron did not believe he 
was a medium. He was well known to Rev. William 
Mountford, now of Boston, who witnessed some remark- 
able phenomena in his presence. The celebrated Ger- 
man philosopher, I. H. Fichte, who died in 1879, was 
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tos full knowledge of the phenomena b 
Galdenstubbe, and his latest work (1879) was on the 
dangers and the uses of a 

So long as our best t kers refuse to grapple with 
this stupendous and most pregaant fact of direct writing, 
now so common and so easily demonstrated, in broad 
daylight, it is not surprising that the whole great sub- 
sect of the various phenomena should fall into the hands 
of many persons unqualified by education and intellec. 
tual force to handle it and make the proper philosophical 
deductions. The illiterate and unscrupulous have often 
brought discredit upon the investigation ; but it is about 
as irrational to defame and condemn the real science of 
Spiritualism, pure and simple (for a science it is), as it 
would be to speak ill of the equator or of the science of 


thropology. 
ge AA of mediums, sensitive as many of them 


are to bad influences as well as good—often impecunious | 1 


and needy—should sometimes be tempted to supplement 

uine phenomena by spurious, is not surprising while 
Tun nature is what we know it to be, and when we 
learn that the genuine are not to be summoned at all 
times at the medium's pex but are subject to cer- 
tain subtle conditions of which he is often as ignorant 
as the rest of the world, I hope that those persons who 
really want the truth will take the joue opportunity 
ofinvestigating it. I also hope that the assailants of 
Mr. Cook will show their sincerity by investigating for 
themselves,— The Boston Transcript. 


Boston, June 15, 1880. 


OM. 

[For the information and edification of those Australian colonists 
who are interested in Dem of religious thought, and the 
pé Ro of psychological science, I publish the followiag from 
the official circular letter and rules of the Theosophical 


Society, 
——W. H. Terry, F.T.8.] 


A BRIEF EXPLANATION AS TO THE NATURE 

OF THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY, AND ITS 

RELATIONS TO THE INDIAN PEOPLE AND 
VARIOUS RELIGIONS. 


From the President and Council of the Theosophical 
Society to the friends of Truth, Greeting : 

The 2 facts are given at the request of a 
Native prince who had misunderstood what this Society 
is and thought they should be made known. 

I, The Theosophical Society was formed in America, 
five years ago, by some intelligent and energetic persons, 
with these four objects in view :— 

First.—To discover and make known to the world the 
truth about the Aryas, by studying their 
ancient literature, religions, and sciences, and 
the various branches that have sprung from 
that parent stock, 

Second.—To vindicate the said religion and philosophy 
by pointing out how they have been distorted 

rough the ignorance of the Western scholars, 
and the malice of some other ple; and, 
since it appears that each sect and branch has 
sprung from the Veda, therefore, all the 
Pandits of various sects have the opportunity 
and are invited to defend their religious view 
in this iety's journal, the PHIST, 
and thus redress whatever wrongs may have 
been done to their views by either wilful or 

- que misrepresentations. 

Third.—To ually form the nucleus of a Brother- 
hood of Humanity, or Universal Brotherhood, 
of which each member joining might in time 

and according to his deserts, be 
helped by all and help in his turn, as a 

us brother would another brother.* 
does not im titled to demand 
Pecuniary aid from D bert ener oe danced to give help to 
Probiblted mepacet borrowing of money from each other is strict 


Ded unless business should be transacted between the two 


dus 
of all the circumstances, find av; 
number worthy of such a help, it should be given. — 
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Fourth.—To discover the hidden principles in Natvnr, 
and Max; to establish t ru Caen of the 
powers of the inner Man on reasonable 

ands ; and, among otherthings, to ascertain 
ow much truth there is in the so-called Y. 
Vidys, Jadoo, Mesmerism, Spiritualism, ant 
other like things, and bring this truth, what- 
ever it is, to light. The Society therefore 
neither affirms nor rejects anything without 
due investigation. 

Il. The Society asks both Eastern and Western 
scholars, learned Pandits, Sadhus and other good Asiatic 
Shastrees to help it to get this most valuable knowledge. 
Thus labouring together, those who are inspired bya 
love for India, may aid in brin; ing about the restoration 
of the now faded greatness of this once rich, powerful, 
- bappy country, by the spread of useful know- 

e. 


[. The Society has nothing to do with politics, nor 
does it permit its members to engage in conspiracies and 
rebellions inst any Government in any country 
where it has branches. 

_IV. The Society, as a Society, preaches no one re- 
ligion, nor does it follow any one religious teacher, nor 
belong toany one sect. Its principle is that people 
following or not ti J the religion and customs of 
their ancestors are equally eligible for membership, pro- 
vided they do not act in conflict with the principles of 
the Society. The Society, therefore, admits Hindus, 
whether idolators or not idolators, Parsis, Jains, Budd- 
hists, Jews, Christians, Mahomedans, etc., into its mem- 
bership on terms of mutual tolerance ; regards them all 
as brothers; and gives each as much honour as every 
other. The organizers and officers of the Society are 
not of one caste or religion, but of many. The General 
Council is composed of eminent persons residing in 
different countries of the world, and collectively rep- 
resenting all the principal great religions above enum- 
erated. 

V. The Society teaches people to be honest, peaceful, 
speakers of truth, pure in life, and to abstain from vice, 
including the vice of drunkenness, which has brought 
misery wherever it prevails. It teaches men to live not 
merely for this life, but to conduct themselves in such a 
way that they may be happy here and to attain perfect 
release from pain hereafter. 

VI. Some of the Society's members believe in Yog 
Vidya (occult science) and think it ought to be univer- 
sally known and practised by such as are prepared for 
this noble study. 

VII. The Society has been much persecuted and 
lied about by the enemies of truth ever since it was 
founded, and especially in India, These enemies even 
went so far as to try to persuade the Government that 
it was a political Society in disguise. But, after 
watching every action of its members for months, the 
Government has officially announced that it is satiefied 
the Committee of the Society came here with no evil 
intention, and that its objects are laudable. His Excel- 
lency, the Viceroy, also caused the Hon'ble Mr. 
Batten, his Persona Assistant, to write the following 
letter :— 


Drar MADAM, AE 
itted to His Excellency, the Viceroy, the letter whic! 
x Women to me and the nünibers of the THEosoPRIST which 
you were enough to send. 
His Excellency desires me to say that he is glad to find a Society 
of Western origin devoting itself with such zeal to the pursuit of 
Indian 


Calcutta, 1st. January 1880. 


philosophy: Yours truly, 


(8d.) G. H. M. BATTEN. 
To Mur. BLAVATSKY. 
VIII. The Turosormrsr mentioned by Mr. Batten 
i hl, ine published by the Society in the 
E mib l Roos i e object of circulating 


Janguage, with th c 
ux jaen ie world such truths about the ancient re- 


igion as we and our brothers, the learned Sadbus, Pan- 
dite, and Swamis, may know. Itis published at cost— 
so as to give it the widest possible circulation, among 
the poor as well as the rich. r À 

Tk Persons who think well of our Society and wish 
to join it must observe the following rules:—(a) They 


1864 


THE HARBINGER OF LIGHT. 


———————————————MÁ a — 


must be of good character and be recommended by two 
members of our Society; (b) They must promise to 
obey the rules (provided that they ehall not conflict with 
the principles above set forth) ; (c) They must egg 
promise never to divulge certain signs and pass-words 
used by us to make ourselves known to each other, 
throughout the world, nor any other thing of a rept 
ential nature which the Society is not willing to hate 
known- such as its experiments and researches in Gupta 
Vidya (occult scienve)—which in all ages the learned 
have kept from the knowledge of the ignorant and the 
wicked. And each new member pays the small initia- 
tion-fee of Rs, 10 towards the fund for paying the legiti- 
mate expenses of the Society for its library, books, post- 
age, rent, and other proper things that all Societies have 
to provide for, But no officer or member is allowed to 
draw any ealary or percentage for his personal benefit. 

X Ignorance of English is not a disqualification to 
entering the Society. Native ladies and gentleman can 
become members even though they do not know English. 
As occasion requires, lectures in different vernacular 
Janguages will be delivered for the benefit of such as do 
not understand English. 

XI Ifone or more persons of unexceptionable charac- 
ter, living at a distance from the Head-Quarters and 
being in sympathy with the Society, should apply for 
authority to form a branch, such authority would be 
given on conditions not inconsistent with the specifi- 
cations in this circular, nor contrary to the rules, in- 
terests or dignity of the Parent Society. In case the 
formation of such a branch should appear expedient, 
it would be necessary for at least one of the applicants to 
come to the Head.Quarters for initiation and necessary 
instructions ; or, ifthe number of applicants should be 
large enough to warrant their defraying the expenses, a 
duly qualified delegate would be sent from the Head- 
Quarters to that locality to formally inaugurate the new 
branch. 

XII The Head-Quarters of the Society is now at 
Bombay, where it has n Library, Lecture Hall, and the 
Office of its journal. Wherever the President may be 
at any time, there is the Head-quarters. The Parent 
Society is in America, and there are branches in London 
and other parts of Europe. A branch, composed entirel 
of Buddhists, is forming in Ceylon, with the Hig 
Priest, Sumangala, the most learned of all Buddhists, as 
its Manager. There is also a Vedic Branch, called the 
Theosophical Society of the Arya Samaj, which follows 
Swamiji Dayanand Saraswati. A branch is also forming 
at Benares under the learned orthodox pandits, whom 
the President and his party met at that Holy City re- 
cently, and who elected ‘the President an Honorary 
Member of their Mandir, and presented him with the 
following address :— 


Brahmamrita Varshini Sabha, or Literary Society of 
the Benares Pandite. 


We, the Pandits of Benares, certify that Colonel 
H. B. Olcott, the President.of the Theosophical Society, 
has come to India with the view of trying his best to aid 
in reviving our scienceand philosophy, His acceptance 
of the Honourary Mémbership of our Literary Society, 
and not only the due consideration paid by him MXN 
our own science and philosophy, but also his just and 
unaffected inclination towards the Vedie truths and 
principles, have encouraged us to present him a certifi- 
cate stating the close tie of union, which he has formed 
with our Society. We think the journal, the Tuzosop- 
Hist, has the true merit of presenting to our view the 
exact measures which should be taken for the revival 
and perfect development of our philosophy, for the good 
of our country, 
We have been taken by surprise at the daring enterprise 
ofa forei er, solicitous to receive the outrageous darts 
of his fellow-countrymen in this grand and noble un- 
dertaking. As a matter of fact, men generally say that 
the Í impulse to such a befitting revival of the 
much neglected science and philosopby of the Aryans 
is the work of several master minds, and could not be 

roduced by the meditated efforts of a single man. 
Being overpowered with this exaggerated opinion, men 
are in general not willing to risk their individual efforts 


from the fear of these ending in smoke. In addition 
to all these, his unaffected tone towards our country. 
men as brothers and friends, has produced such a deg 
and permanent effect on our minds that we cannot for. 
bear mentioning it in these few lines. 


(81) RAMA MISRA SHASTRER: 


The Manager, 
Secretaries : 
(Sd. BALKRISHNA ÁCHARYA, 
M.A | Literary Society of 
(8d) The Bootes Pan ite 


(Si) Raw Kmremwa. 
(Sd. Surya Narayan. 
8th, February 1880. 


XIII. All these great men, of many different views 
about religion, respect our Society, and most have joined 
it, because they approve its plan for the discovery and 
dissemination throu, eh the world of the truth about 
ancient religion and science, and the principle of Uniy. 
ersal Brotherhood. They think that its members are 
working for the good of mankind and not for any bad 
or selfish motive. If you should also be favourably im. 
pressed with what has here been stated, the President 
will be glad to correspond with you. 


By order of the Council, 
HENRY 8. OLCOTT, 
President. 
Girgaum, Bombay, 
April, 1880. 


PULPIT MISREPRESENTATION AND A 
CHALLENGE TO THE CLERGY. 


Tue following letter bearing on the dishonesty of pulpit- 
teachers, recently appeared in two of the Bathurst 
papers. 

Bin,— Recently a statement was made from one of the 
fashionable pulpits to the effect that Voltaire—a far 
more clever man than the surpliced individual who used 
his name—spoke disparagingly of the person of Christ— 
a statement which I denounce as a black calumny and 
a vile slander ; a statement devoid of all truth; a state- 
ment made by one who could never have read a line of 
Voltaire's magnificent works. Unhesitatingly I den 
that Voltaire ever was guilty of the accusation, and chal- 
lenge the whole of the clergy to prove it in any paper in 
the colony willing to publish both sides. It is becoming 
far too common for the clergy to resort to mean, cowardly 
tricks to support their rotten systems of sectarianism, 
and to harp from the pulpit (cowards' castle) where no 
one can reply to them. Why not come out as men, 
and give a reason for the faith that is in them? Why 
not teach their hearers a little more politeness? Why 
not make their congregations a little more honest? 1 
again challenge the clergy to come out, and I will argue 
the point re Voltaire, etc., in any liberal paper. 

Thanking you for your space, Mr. Editor, 

I am, etc., 
F. E. 8. HEWISON 

Bathurst, Sept. lst, 1880. 


THE COLOURED WRAPPER. 
We have to apologise toa number of our subscribers 
who received unduly a coloured wrapper round the last 
issue of this paper. Verbal instructions were given to 
our assistant who addressed the wrappers to send 
coloured wrappers to all whose subscriptions were in 
arrear of August. He misinterpreted the instructions, 
and sent them to all who had not paid in advance of 
that date. The subscription for the current volume, 
ending August, 1881, is due, but green wrappers are, on 
this occasion, sent only to those who owe for the whole 
(or portion) of last volume, and yellow wrappers to 
those who are still further in arrear. Subscriptions are 
payable in advance, and the shilling reduction to sub- 
scribers is based upon their being so paid. ` We have 
to pay our printer as we go on, and trust that our 
T H will forward subscriptions promptly to enable 
us to do so. 
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STATE AID TO MEDICINE. 
By C. W. Royer, M.D., CHILTERN. 


u The scope of all my powers henceforth be this— 
To bare my breast to every pang; to know 
In my heart’s core all human weal and woe.” 


Goethe's Faust, 


Tuanxxs to the exertions of the eternally progressive 
powers above, we have succeeded in shaking off the 
soul-oppressing incubus of ages—State-aid to Religion. 
An almighty God, made in the image of man, has at 
last learnt to carry on business without the aid of the 
almighty human dollar. Of course we haye still a great 
deal of man-aid to religion in the shape of weekly cir- 
culating plates and collections; but the plates, alas, 
are getting gradually smaller, both in width and depth, 
apparently in the same ratio as the coins collected are 
decreasing in size, weight, and value. Now and then, 
also, small cheques are still sent in by back-zountry 
squatters, lucky miners, or successful attorneys on the 
point of death to build small houses of God for small 
minds withal; for the genuine admirers of a Christ-like 
religion prefer to worship their Father in quiet closets 
and corners of their own homes instead of in noisy 
organ-grinding, psalm-singing opera houses of temples, 
with their class-distinguishing pews, boxes, and stalls 
for the various degrees of moneyed respectability. 
There is, alas, still a pseudo-christian law in vigorous 
operation, according to which the free and enlightened 
citizens of the nineteenth century are compelled to rest 
from work—even that of pleasure and instruction—on 
the very day on which Jehovah is said to bave com- 
sealed ie most Jaborious work of world-building, some 
six thousand or so years ago. True, Mr. Proctor and 
other earnest missionaries of the gospel of nature and 
nature's God are still prohibited by law unlawfully to 
obey and carry out the Brot of all God's commandments 
—" Let there be light"—on Sundays. But all this in- 
tensely stupid and merely selfish DE of an effete 
sacerdotalism is daily losing ground, and will, if left to 
itself, die from very light-hunger at no distant date. 
Having done away with State-aid to religion, our next 
task is to withdraw State-aid from one-sided, dogmatic, 
would-be orthodox medicine. But this task will be 
found to be beact with far more difficulties in its execu- 
tion than was tho task of giving the coup de gráce to the 
pale spectre of theology whick haz been so long stalk- 
ing about on the thin legs of its still thinner abstrac- 
tions. It was, comparatively speaking, an easy feat to 
wean an overgrown anthropomorphous Divinity from the 
dry breasts of human nature, especially at a time hke 
Ours, when its bloated sectarian cubs —the young 
divinities— were pulling the very life out of their faint- 
ing mother. But when the same weaning process is 
applied to the weak nerves of real flesh and blood 
humanity, as represented by an orthodox ue amy the 
opposition to be encountered will be found to bein 
almost direct proportion to the distance which separates 
false bumanity from real divinity. And this, indeed, we 
find already ‘now to be the case with regard to the 
attempt of the people to withdraw themselves and their 
innocent children (ndn the tyranny of orthodox leech- 
eraft, wbich is at this t fighting a desperate battle 
for its privileges, not on y in England, but all over the 
world, under the protective ægis of State-aid, against 
the health of the present and the yet unborn genera- 
tions of man. All over the world, so far as poisoning 
the life-stream of the pure human blood with the 
beastial filth and corruption of a lower order of animal 
creation is'established and enforced by a blind law as an 
absolute and- infallible measure of public sanitation, we 
see the bydra-headed monster of an unprogressive and 
stupidly coneervative healing art—for the name of 
science it does not deserve—opposing, tooth and nail, 
the removal of the heavy pressure oi the compulsory 
clauses of the Vaccination Act. This equall and 
selfish medical science is not nitet e A Lin 
sion granted to it ungrudgingly to continue the wors 
of its idol, Jenner, as [t Si as loud as it pleases. 
0; this free and uns led adoration of a man-made 


God of Health, the apotheosis of which cost the = 
lish nation the tidy sum of £30,000 and the saat 
sacrifice of the lives of 25,000 innocent babes, is not 
sufficient for a backward generation of sacerdotal 
JEsculapians ; no, the whole world must, nolens volens, 
prostrate itself before this bideous Moloch of disense 
and death. But what is still moro incomprehensible 
and revolting is the fact that a lawfully poisoned world 
is not only not allowed to protect itself. against this act 
of public pence by paying fines and suffering impri- 
sonment for its disobedience, but is even compelled to 
put its own hands into its own pockets to pay fora 
thing which it does not want, nay, upon which it has 
long ago learnt to look with distroet as a highly 
dangerous and arbitrary interference with the divine 
laws of unadulterated nature and original purity. In 
two things principally man seems to require the superior 
light of his fellow-man for his guidance; in two things 
must man be prevented to follow the holy inspirations 
of his own pure mind and common sense, namely, in his 
choice of the road to heaven, and in that of his road 
to health. Priests, from time immemorial, have acquired 
the valuable privilege of pointing out to a benighted 
and spiritually sick humanity the road to the heaven of 
life eternal, whilst our medicine men claim the exclusive 
right of showing a corporeally sick humanity the road 
to their heaven of health. Men of spirit, men of 
mental penetration and independence of thought, have 
in all ages considered it as an unmistakeable mark of a 
backward and artificially retarded civilisation whenever 
or wheresoever they found protection to religion, or the 
State in league with the Church. But we have at last, 
by the aid of the spiritual lantern held in the liberally 
open hands of a few self-sacrificing thinkers of the 
Promethean type discovered and realised for ourselves, 
and en masse, that an erlightened popular govern- 
ment, with progress and prosperity for its motto, has 
no more right to subsidise the Jehovah of the Jews, or 
to patronise the Jove of the Greeks, than it has to 
oblige the Pope of Rome, or the Bishop of Melbourne, 
in their wily efforts of putting ours and our children’s 
eyes out. We will no longer permit our political guides 
and rulers to be exclusively Catholic, Calvinistie, Épisco- 
lian. Wesleyan, Big-endian or Small-endian, but we 
insist upon their observing an attitude of strict neutra- 
lity and indifference towards all sects and creeds alike. 
Why, then, commit the crime of anachronism and con- 
tinue to vouchsafe State-aid to sectarian medicine, to 
medicine allopathic in preference to medicine homco- 
athie, to orthopathic in preference to heteropathie, to 
Dydropsthie more than to allotriopathic, when we know 
and see it painfully illustrated every day, how much 
doctors always differ, and how hard its for the best lay 
minds to decide when they do differ? This is eminently 
and notoriously the case with our present state of know- 
ledge concerning the benefits derivable from vaccination. 
Eminent doctors all over the world differ at present as 
widely as heaven differs from hell in their respective 
opinions wigh regard to the utility and efficacy of this 
simple-looking, but in its effects so far-reaching opera- 
tion of vaccination. And I ask, and anyone may ask 
the same question—how can, when the doctors differ, 
a government of laymen decide without running the 
risk of fallmg into the trap of a majority of medical 
men, who themselves ma be under the influence of a 
temporary delusion, and lindly following a powerful 
leader of a presently regnant vicious tendency of thera- 
utics. ow, with what right, and with what show of 
justice on its side, can a medical science claim the ex- 
clusive protection of the State for the carrying out 
of a scheme or method of preventing a disease the true 
nature and origin of which it does not yet understand ? 
How can a body or-school of medical men demand from 
the State to visit with fines and penalties the disobedi- 
ence to, or the non-acceptance of, an advice which has 
so notoriously and in so many thousands of instances 
proved fatal to both health and life. With what show 
of consistency can a school of medicine call upon the 
legislators of a country to enforce a system of public 
vaccination when its best exponents admit, and are 
forced to admit, in the latest and best text-books on the 
subject, that they do not yet know the difference, or 


r 
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even if there is a difference, between apr riposo cow- 

x. How can such a medical science, whilst immersed 
in such profound pones about essentials, have the 
audacity to assert that there is a positive difference be- 
tween ancient inoculation and modern vaccination? For 
it must be plain to the commonest understanding that, 
until the disputes of the doctors with respect to tie 
difference of smallpox and cowpox are finally (?Y and 
satisfactorily (?) settled, it is no less prematuro than 
illogical to assert that there is a difference between the 
inoculation of smallpox and that of cowpox, Yd est, vac- 
cination. Well then, if inoculation is probibited by one 
law, and its nearest blood-relation, vaccination, is en- 
forced by another law, knowing all the while that the 
former cannot be distinguished from the latter, has, I 
ask, an intelligent and free citizen in the present 
lamentable state of medical learning on this subject, not 
a perfect right to insist that the nature and effects of a 
remedy or remedial operation should first be placed 
upon a sound and rationsi basis before the universal 
application of such a remedy or operation is made com- 
pulsory and hedged in with penalties and disabilities of 
a tyrannical nature? What gain or advantage, under 
these circumstances, is there in our relying for guidance 
in this perplexed business on a confused and ura d 
heap of partly misunderstood and partly misconstrued, 
if not often purposely cooked, sanitary statistics regard- 
ing the rophy lactic powers of vaccination, when the 
very preliminaries surrounding this difficult question 
are still unsettled and undetermined ? . 

Let us, therefore, urge and persist in urging, both in 
the capacity of free iod intelligent citizens ,and as sym- 
pathetic parents, anxious to protect the health of our 
dear children, upon a paternal government to liberate 
us from this horrible und unjustifiable erg and 
to withdraw its aid, without further loss of valuable 
time, from the propagation of a medieal dogma which 
has the effrontery to assert that impurity is the mother 
of purity, and that an artificially, or rather hea 
implanted disease, is the best guarantee of future health. 
Let us, I say, earnestly and unanimously petition an 
enlightened and august Assembly of patres conscripti to 
at once remove the compulsory clauses of the Vaccina- 
tion Act, and to grant us the privilege to which all free 
and intelligent men are justly entitled, to follow the dic- 
tates of our own individual reason and conscience in 
connection with a subject involving such grave conse- 
quences, both to the present and future health of the 
rising generation of Victorians, especially when it is 
perfectly well known to all who have studied the subject 
that the proposed cure is as bad as the disease, if indeed 
the very cure is not the very disease itself, against which 
we try to protect ourselves with all our might. Who 
would not, in conclusion, admire with me the profound 
wisdom of the words of Hippocrates ?— 

“The art is long, short the life, and swift, like moments, our 
wpportunity of doing good." 

Chiltern, 16th September, 1880. 


MR. TYERMAN. 
ue — 


WE are sorry to observe that Mr. Tyermon has been 
refused the usé of the Sydney Temperance Hall for his 
Sunday lectures. From his pecie ttp with the 
Secretary, published in the last number of Freethought, 
it qe that orthodox pressure has been brought 
to bear to attain this object, the reasons given by 
the trustees being the fear of 
number of our customers." 

Mr. Tyerman is, by this action, almost excluded from 
Sydney. No suitable hall or theatre being obtainable 
omg e has accepted an invitation to lecture at Grafton 
for a few weeks. 


“displeasing a large 


Tae “Theosophist” for August is a fine number. 
The Occult Sciences, by H. 8. Olcott; the Study of 
m by N. D. K. ; and a Land of Mystery, b 
Madame Blavatsky; are especially interesting. We 
€ pleased M qoe te erg Fo —_ list of this 

scientific jou n augmented 
during the past few months. TET 
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JOTTINGS ON PASSING EVENTS. 
Canon Fannar's success is always assured, alike in 
winning respect for his learning, inspiring admiration 
of his eloquence, and creating dismay among the bigots, 
His onslaught upon the popular doctrine of Eternal 
Torment, which he so powerfully assailed in those dis- 
courses, since published under the title of “ Eternal 
Hope” and brilliantly vindicated in an article in the 
‘ary, Will not soon be forgotten. Recently, the 
learned Canon has been preaching about the Bible—its 
letter and its spirit; and among his atterances are to be 
found some of the most sensible and noteworthy that 
have ever fallen from his lips. Let us quote the follow- 
ing :—" It was ‘ the letter that killeth,' which led to the 
decretum, horribile fateor, attamen verum, of Calvin; to 
the superstition of the Mass; to the decision that all 
infants dying unbaptised were damned; to the repre. 
sentation of God in a manner to revolt the conscience 
of mankind ; to theories of the Atonement, which were 
little less than blasphemy against the love of our Father 
in Heaven. There is — heresy, or sect, or party ; 
hardly an usurpation of kings or prieste, hardly an 
error in sociology or science, which has not appealed to, 
or relied upon,the abuse of texts. Every burning for 
opinions which history records, every imprisonment, 
every persecution, every falsely attached stigma of 
infidelity, every slander of theological hatred, every 
endeavour to kindle in the supposed cause of religion 
the blind passions of the mob, ever attempt to degrade 
Scripture into a wrangling-ground for sectarian differ. 
ences, and to split it up into missiles to be used in 
fierce battle against our brethren in the Church of God, 
are but so many illustrations furnished to impress on 
us the neglected warning that the letter killeth ; are so 
many lessons to show us the peril of following the mass 
of theologians—all the more unlearned from their 
asserted Enowiadies, and all the more ignorant from 
their assumed infallibility — who have wrested the 
Scriptures of God, not to their own injury only, but 
also to the perdition of mankind . . . . . . , 
I would urge you for your own sakes, for the sake of 
the Church, for the sake of the world—you whose lives 
are before you, you who will have no small influence 
hereafter in helping or hindering the religion of tho 
future—I entreat oed to consider what ways of inter- 
eg Scripture have been, and what ways have not 
een, fruitful and blessed for the happiness of mankind. 
If—alas! and shame to us that it should be so—the 
Scriptures have been cited, have been perverted, in de- 
fence of tyranny, of cunning, of assassination, of 
slavery, of persecution, of cruel repressions, of dangerous 
customs, of exterminating wars; if—alas! and shame to 
us—they have been quoted to slander the apostle, to 
crush the reformer, to discourage the student, to break 
the hearts of the saints of God, then the more you love, 
the more you reverence Scripture; the more you find 
in it for your souls the bread of life, the more I entreat 
you to beware how you thus distort its use and violate 
its majesty.” 


Tue subject of Vaccination, which has been gyrating 
about the public mind for some time past, seems like! 
to receive some notice from our Parliament. It is muc! 
to be desired that there should be meted to this import- 
ant matter the grave consideration it so urgently 
demands. At present it is in a ve unsatisfactory 
state. Reliable data as to the prophylactic properties 
of vaccine virus are as difficult to obtain as the latitude 
and longitude of Utopia. Experts seem to be divided 
in their opinions; statistical returns are, not without 
reason, alleged to be inconclusive, and certificates—it is 
enr hinted—are sometimes "cooked"! Mr. 
William Hitchman, M.D., M.R.C.S, L.L.D., D.C.L., 
F.R.S., whose academic and other aj pendages should 
show him to be at home equally in the departments of 
medicine, surgery, law, and science, writes to a London 
P xd P IM been a Lee Vaccinator, medical 

er of a poor-law union, and surgeon to a e 
rocbial infirmary, during a great part of a roit sd 
sional life, I protest, in the strongest manner possible, 
that animal products from another living body are allied 
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i eir operation to mineral poisons, establishing a 
t tere condition of i human blood w 
introduced subcutaneously, and thereby they favour the 
development of several forms of local or constitutional 
disease which, but for such compulsory inoculation, 
might remain latent for ever. Such are some of the 
results of Vaccination and Re-vaccination, even when 
the ‘pure lymph’ bas been taken from impure horse, 
cow, man, or ass apparently healthy.” 


Bosrow must be a very desirable place to live in 
since the advent there of the Rev. Joseph Cook 
with his “ Monday Lectures." According to Mr. Allen, 
who has contributed a remarkable article to the Sydney 
Freethought for August, the rev. gentleman above- 
named has instituted in that city "the Reign of the 
Kingdom of God and His Christ." I submit it to the 
rae la of our Young Men's Christian Association as a 
proposition worthy their most earnest attention, whether 
they had not better suspend their singing and other 

ropaganda, and make strenuous efforts to get Mr. 

oseph Cook over here. There is just one drawback: 
if, like the Bostonians, we all got turned to “ righteous- 
ness,” what would our clergy do? 


MELBOURNE PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM. 


Tue following ladies and gentlemen were elected with- 
out opposition to fill the various offices in the Lyceum 
during the six months ending February 28th, 1881 :— 
bx Y r. : PM 
iss Brotherton ; 

Vice Coxpvcrons, ] Mr. J. G. Hoogklimmer. 
Gvanprans—Mesars. Moore, Carson and Veevers. 
TarAsURER—Mr. Moore. SzcnETARY—Mr. Cherry. 
Mosicat Dragcron—Mr. L. Weichard. 
Warcuman—Mr. Cooke. 
LisnaniaN— Miss Sutherland. 


x LEADERS: a 

essra, Terr essre. Chi 

» EÈ Taske n Verus 
»  Hoogklimmer »  Codlin 
» P. Joske 

Mesdames Serle and Moore Misses Hyslop, 


Neümann, Donnelly. 
The sessions during last month, with exception of 
Flood.Sunday, have been well attended and interesting. 


“DOWIE!” 


A piscustina tract, published in Sydney in connection 
with the Rev. (save the mark) John Alexander Dowie's 
recent Anti-Spiritualistic, and we might add, Anti- 
Bpiritual lectures, has, within the last few weeks, been 
introduced into Melbourne, apparently by the agents of 
the Colonial Publishin, Society, whose advertisement 
and imprint it bears. It is entitled “ Seducing Spirits 
and Doctrines of Devils,” and is garnished with such 
terms in reference to Spiritualism as “ Anti-Christian 
Imposture," “ Unclean Superstition,” * Accursed Teach- 
ings,” “Infamous Spiritist," concluding one of its 
Choice paragraps by pronouncing the doom of Spiritu- 
alism as follows:—“And die it shall, like a poisonous 
viper, which men trample to death.” 

And this is nineteenth century Christianity! as 
preached by one who assumes to be a disciple of the 
loving Nazarine Reformer. It is well for the writer of 
these lines, and many hundreds of his friends in this 
and the neighbouring colonies, that the temporal power 
ìs not in the hands of the Church, or under the dispen- 
sation of Pope Dowie; they would soon grace an auto 
da fe in the hope of killing their religious opinions with 
their physical bodies. The major portion of the pam- 
phlet is made up of disingenuous applications of isolated 
extracts from Spiritualistic authors, of which any honest 
layman would be ashamed, Indeed we doubt if there 
are balf-a-dozen Melbourne clergymen who would en- 
dorse the scurrilous and eminently unchristian, or more 
Properly speaking, unchrist-like effusion of this (mis- 
called) reverend vilifier of men who have more practical 
religion in their fi ' ends than he ap to bave 
in his whole-body. 1f heaven is to be made up of such 
men we have no desire to enter there. 
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JOTTINGS FROM THE NORTH-EAST. 


A LECTURE entitled “The world we live in, and the 
World to come, considered in a Progressive and Spi- 
ritual aspect," was delivered in the e. Yackan- 
dandsh, on the evening of September 18th, by Mr. W. 
C. Smith; Mr. Hobbs, our local miller, filling the chair. 
With a few opening remarks he introduced Mr. Smith 
to the audience, who numbered amongst them the creme 
de la creme of Sleepy Hollow. Mr. Smith was for a lon 
time a member of the Barnawatha circle, of which "E 
startling accounts appeared from time to time in the 
Harbinger of the phenomena obtained chiefl through 
the mediumship of Mr. Robert Brown, u holding the 
faith and knowledge of the believers, an. testing the 
credulity of the sceptics; to the one as being a confir- 
mation of the evidence already gained, and to the other 
as being proof puse of unmitigated humbug. And 
p in face of the last hypothesis, the lecturer, a mem- 

er of that circle, and a gentleman to all a ppearance as 
sane and as intellectual as those he stood before and 
addressed, told how “ many a time and oft," had he shook 
hands with spirits; and their hands felt as warm and as 
natural as any hands of spirits in the flesh." Incredible 
it may seem to you, but nevertheless it is a fact, and 
there are some in this room, he added, can substantiate 
what I say, for they have often undergone the same 

xperience.” Take the lecture all in all it showed that 
& deal of research had been expended on it. Never to 
some were the arguments previously presented, although 
familiar to the well-read Spiritualist. It commenced by 

iving the ideas of humanity in the earliest ages of 
Fistorical records as to the future life: then of the 
advent of Jesus—the religion he taught, which is not 
the Christianity of the Churches of the present day. 
The grand commandment, “ Love one another," embraces 
all that was good, noble, or pure, and worthy the Origin- 
ator who was good, noble, and pure in the highest sense 
to which such terms can be applied, 

The lecturer asked, “Are the teachings of Christ 
obeyed in that respect? No. Imprisonment, persecu- 
tion, murder, and innumerable other horrors were used 
to give Christianity the hold that it now has. The dun- 
geon and the stake showed plainly the command “ Love 
one another" bad no authority with the magnates of the 
Church ; Christ's teachings have for centuries become 
a dead letter, and Christianity reigns instead. Christ 
started the religion he taught, as being pure and simple, 
and pure and simple is thetruth. The spirit-world are 
pouring down, that which will, in a not very distant date, 
restore the religion which Christ taught,which embraced 
allin all. Worship God, and love one another. Men pro- 
gresses; moving ever onward; nothing recedes. From 
the cradle to the grave man gains knowledge, and when 
he dies, or more properly speaking, when he “ changes,” 
for in the strict sense of the word there is no death; he 

oes into the spirit-world the same man, the same pecu- 
fagkies; everything that stamps bim as being distinct 
entirely from the rest of humanity he takes with him, 
and through certain means he can communicate and tell 

‘ou 80. 
: The lecturer said there was something more rational 
in the Spiritualistie knowledge of the alter life than in 
the one as taught by the Churches, viz., the everlasting 
playing on harps before the great white throne, &c. 

The above is a very meagre outline of the lecture, 
but sufficient is given to show your readers the way in 
which the subject was treated. It is to be hoped the 
next time Mr. Smith lectures, the room in which he 
does so will beof better acoustic qualities than the one 
in Yackandandab, for without having to strain the ear 
to the utmost, it was impossible to follow the speaker, 
and consequently the pleasure of hearing a good thing 
was m by the defect alluded to. 

Votes of thanks wese accorded to the lecturer and 
chairman, after which the meeting separated. 


Tuepe is held in the local School, every 7th day,a Sunday's 
chat, presided over by a worthy “curer of skins," who to 
do better things aspires to become a "curer of souls.” 
Thinking he was high enough in the profession to be- 


come an expounder of difficult portions ‘of the Old and 
" r 
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New Testaments, he gave out to the children assembled 
that he would answer any questions put to bim in 
writiog. Accordingly a friend of mine gave him a few 
that, to do him justice, he tried very hard to solve. The 
list was that enumerated by Colonel Ingereoll, entitled 
“ Questions for the Orthodox,” copimencing with the 
lines—'* Who was it tempted the devil to sin ? 

I shall not write the whole of the piece, but merely 
number the line and give the answer by our modern 
Biblical exponent. 

let to 4th line: “I dont know." . 

4th to 7th line: “Thank God, the power of Satan is 
limited, and will be destroyed. He cannot injure any- 
one who is willing to receive the truth as a little child. 
Those who will not bend their proud spirit, but wish to 
dictate terms to their Maker, tempt the devil.” 

8th line: “Those who have been redeemed with the 
precious blood of Jesus are one with Christ and can 
never fall. They stand higher than the angels and nearer 
to their God." 

9th to 12th line: “ Moses does not tell us there were 
no mornings and evenings before the sun was created. 
Our earth is quite a juvenile pin. compared with the 
rest of the great Creator's work. 

13th to 18th: “ Who art thou, O man, that repliest 
to thy Maker? God did not curse Adam or his des- 


cendants, He removed the curse that sin had entailed 
by giving His eee Son to die for us. Was 
Abel cursed? Why can't we all be like Abel? Who 


dares to say it is God's fault we are not?” 
19th to 21st: “Then we should never have known 
what redemption meant. The redemption of one soul is 
a greater effort of Divine power than the creation of the 
universe; it makes simple man foremost of the sons of 
God, and nearer the eternal throne.” (Is that blasphemy 
or Christianity ?) 
22nd to 35th : This is irreverent and impious. Angels 
veil their faces before the holy God. Should mortal man 
contend with God?" 
25th to 29th: “I am not sure Cain went through the 
marriage ceremony, or what persons did it. No doubt 
he had plenty of srsTERS and nieces to choose from. It 
is un emergency that is not likely to occur again.” 
80th to 33rd: “ Water is not an element. (This is 
something new at any rate.) It is composed of two of 
the gases that compose our atmosphere. Tho quantity 
ie, therefore, illimitable. Moses tells us and geologists 
tell us that the whole earth was covered with water 
before man was created.” 
84th to 37th : “I have seen a calculation somewhere 
by somebody that seemed to make the matter clear. 1 
have not time to split hairs about it.” 
88th to 89th: “I believe it was God our Saviour, and 
that He frequently visited the earth in human form. 
Do not fight against the God who died for you.” 
42nd to 46th: “ Men are bolder now ; they defy when 
God questions their acts, and defy his attributes.” 
The rest of the answers are a conglomeration of 
hra&es unintelligible to anyone but a lunatic. Enough 
fer besa shown to give an idea of the teachings of one 
of the heads of an orthodox Sunday school. The 
“eooner a change is made in such a state of things the 
e for the social as well as the spiritual welfare 
of all. 


A NEIGHBOUR of mine, the wife of a miner, told me 
a very remarkable experience occurred to her a few 
days ago. She has with other children two of the age 
of four and two years respectively. The house the 
family live in is not many yards from a creek, to which 
she strictly forbids tbe children to go. On the day 
alluded to she saw the eldest child walking up ond down 
by the side of the creek with an old rag doll in ber arms 
—saw her as plainly and as distinctly as ever she saw 
her. Alarmed that some harm peras | befal the child, 
she called to her, “stay still Mary, don't move,” and 
keeping her eyes on her she ran with the greatest haste 
down towards the creek. When about half way the 
figure faded out of sight; and, at the same time she 
heard the child call out “ Mother!" from near the spot 
she had started to run down to the creek. This is the 
second time she has undergone the same experience, 


having once before seen the double of her husband in a 
t when he was no where near the place. The vision 
of the child occurred in the middle of the afternoon. 


ADVICE TO INVESTIGATORS. 


Lismore, Richmond River, N. S. W. 
August, 10th., 1880. 
Mz. W. H. Terry, 


Sir,—Having heard and read a good deal about Spirit- 
ualism, I was induced (partly by pend and partly 
by an unfettered desire to, know the truth,) to join a 
few friends in forming a circle, so that we might investi. 
gate the matter, and see and judge for ourselves. Wo 
met on the first Saturday in February, ard meet on 
every Saturday a at eight o'clock p.m. 

Two of our circle, myself and another—a dark-eyed 
man of strong will, (and perhaps the will has something 
to do with it,) took part in a circle— or seance, on two 
occasions previous to the Saturday named above, Then, 
and ever since, at our sittings, the table has been solely 
under his control. Ateach sitting we have the usual 
result of sittings, as described in other localities —vyiz, 
Answers to questions, by raps, sometimes correct, and 
often nonsensical, sometimes astonishing and occasionally 
disgusting. Still we are determined to keep on, but need 
your direction and advice to lead to better results. 
Will you please to grant it? Ifso, for my own part, 
I shall be evor grateful. I may state that we commenced 
the circle with four gentleman, and two ladies; one 
gentleman and one lady have retired. Tho other four 
are determined to proceed, and have requested me to 
write you for information. You can feel by the tenor of 
this letter, that it is our desire to advance in the science 
of Spiritualism. The table used, is a common p table, 
unvarnished, measuring 8 foot 6 inches long, by 2 feet 
wide. As I have stated before, one of our number has 
absolute control of the table, and is to my mind, a 
promising subject for a medium. The table seems to 
obey his will, He states himself that he can lift the 
table when he pleases, by drawing in a long breath, and 
thinksitis the muscles of the arm, by pressure, on the 
table, and contraction, or drawing in process, influenced 
by drawing ina long breath. Isit so? For my own 
say, I think not. On one occasion we nsked,—" Have 
spirits great power?" " Yes!" “ Will you oblige us 
with an exhibition of your power?" “Yes!” Presentiy 
the table moved in a quadrant, with a dragging motion 
towards the party described, actually pushing the chairs 
before it, the two legs moving coming in contact with 
the carpet, fore it offthe floor, as it proceeded on its 
orbit—that expresses it, I think. The wall brought its 
up however. hen placed clear of the wall, it leaned 
over until the lower edge of the table, was within one 
foot of the floor ; myself and another of the circle, pulling 
on the opposite and elevated side of the table to force 
it back ; but without success. I pulled to that degree 
that my feet went clean from under me, still hanging on 
to regain my feet J had scarcely got footing, when 
down it went on its side, and moved in that position in- 
side the door of the next room, our bands on the table 
the while, that is, as well as we could keep them there. 
Now we have got so far, and can get no further. Hence 
the necessity of applying to you for advice. Please 
answer the following questions.—" Can you recommend 
the purchase of some book of directions to assist us? 
Is heavy smoking in one wishing to become a medium 
a hindrance to his advancement as a medium? Is it 
right to talk on matters foreign to the subject on hand? 

hat condition should the room be in, in which seances 
are held? Is it right to ask questions before a medium 
is developed? Does it matter how many there are in 
a circle? Is it prudent to admit strangers? If any of 
the four remaining withdraw, will the introduction of 
another retard our advancement? I should now end 
this letter, having done my duty to those who requested 
me to write; but I have a duty to nn to myself, 
that is, I must sift this matter. rn I may ssy & 
Roman Catholic, educated in a Roman Catholic College, 
my young life was fenced in by dogmas. Tonig years . 
of free and unfettered -intercourse with men of every 
shade of opinion, has so remodeled the man, that he can 
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" as hepleases. lam very fond of readin; 
Leger p booke.and treatises out of number, both 
for and against Christianity, until my mind is a chaos. 
Now you see, in my nes position, I would be glad to 

et even a glimpse of the rays of light, which mediums, 
ara Spiritualists tell us—light up the darkness, that 
surround the difficulties and intricacies of modern Christ- 
ianity. Now, dear sir, we want a ray of your light. 
Yeu are in the field of freethought. If by the side of 
your beaten track, to your garden of enlightenment, you 
see a poor. that has neglected and trodden 
under foot ; if a few moments of care and culture will 
restore it to the golden beams of intellectual light, which 
will cause its old and decayed stem to start a 
vigorous shoot, which in time will be clothed in beauty; 
surely it is worth the trouble. Now, here we are, just 
in the eame position as the flower, we need help to lift 
our heads above the rudeness which surround us, we 
need culture, 20 that we can start again, into new life 
and light. Will I please to assist us “ He was not the 
light, but the light shineth in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not comprehend it.” Dear Sir, if granted, 
we may notat first comprehend it; but will try patience 
and perseverance to study its lustre. And by the simple 
addition of four to the number, endeavour to make it 
shine the brighter. 

Yours obediertly, 
V. J. NORRIS, 

[We are often recipients of letters like the above, more or less 
urgent, which our multifarious occupations prevent our answering 
seriatim. We reply to this one publicly, in;hopes that the in- 
formation furnished may be useful to others, besides the writer 
and his circle. 

The discovery made by the second member of the circle, is not 
new, butfbas been made by many before him, both Spiritualists 
and sceptics, Will, it is that controls the motion of a table, or 
any other ponderable object, charged with animal magnetism- 
Will, is a property of spirit, whether embodied or disembodied: 
and that spirit who possesses the most positive will, can control 
and direct the odic force, It is however, unwise foran investi. 
gator to exercise will in this direction, as it prevents spirits of a 
less positive character, and even those of an equally positive mind 
from communicating, as the latterzwould not, unless there was 
some particular object in view, enter into a contest for supremacy- 

Our correspondent asks first,—“ Can we recommend a book of 
directions!" “Yes, certainly, there are many jbandbooks for en- 
quirers, Tyerman's ' Guide to Spiritualism.’ Mrs, Britten's ‘On 

the road.’ Powells, ‘Medinmship—its laws and conditions." 
‘What's o'clock. ‘#pirituelle, or directions in development,’ 
Davis's ' Philosophy of Spiritual intercourse, And many others 
which will serve as a guide to investigators, and clear away many 
difficulties from their path, 

Second.—" Is heavy smoking detrimental to the development 
of mediumship!" * Asa rule it is, especially for the higher 
phases. We have met with many spirits towbom he influence 
of tobacco was very repulsive, but physiologically it] the 
hervous vitality, and decreases the flow of the odic Akku od 

Third.—"]t is unwise to enter into animated conversation 
whilst sitting for investigation, the minds of those present should 
be directed to the matter before them, and in as calm quiescent 
state as possible, The room shonld be of a comfortable temper. 
ature, well ventilated and quiet. 

Fourth. Questions may be asked as soon as a means of com- 
munication is open, but test questions should be avoided until 
fluent control is obtained by the communicating intelligence. 

Fifth —It is immaterial how may there are in a circle, provided 
they are in harmony, but there is a greater probability of unity 
ina small circle than in a large one. 

Sixth —Itis imprudent to admit strangers until the controlling 
spirit advises that they have sufficient power to overcome the 

disturbing influence of such. 

Seventh,—If a member withdraw, the introduction of another 
in his place will, as a rule, retard the progress of the circle. Never 
theless it is often wise and sometimes absolutely necessary to fill 
the vacancy to keep up the power of the circle. 

Correspondent speaks of Spiritualism as a science, it is not 


yet reduced to that; but in its phenomenal aspect is rapidly 
tending that way. If he desires to investigate it scientifically 
he must avail himself of the experience of those who have pre 

ceeded him, and who have recorded in print, what they have 

discovered of the laws governing spiritual intercourse. There are 
hundreds of substantial volumes, published in both England 
and America, and descriptive catalogues are readily obtainable. 
Before experimenting in any other subject it is customary to read 
and study, but in this all important one, this preleminary is often 
overlooked ; and difficulties, disappointment and failure 
follow as a natural consequence to the ignorance of the investigator 
The small circle in question seems to be earnest truthseekers, and 
with theinformation given them we have no doubt they will 
ultimately find what they seek.—Ep. H. L.) 


OBITUARY. 


Diep at the residence of Dr. J. M. and Mrs. M. M. 
Peebles, in Hammonton, on Wednesday, the 16th inst., 
Mrs. Sylvia Yonker in her 88th year. The deceased, 
born in Shoreham, Vt., was one of those sturdy, noble 
New land women, that wrought well and wrought 
much in her day and generation. During a long and 
useful life she manifested not only the christian graces 
of the true woman, but was noted for industry, energy 
of character, kindness of heart and sound practical in- 
telligence. 

As wife, mother, sister, friend, she faithfully fulfilled 
the social and moral duties of life, and at a ripened old 
age, without a doubt or fear of the future, passed the 
is pound river" to the summer shores of the heavenly 
wor! 

She bore her last sickness with great patience and 
fortitude ; and yet, often expressed a desire to depart 
and beat rest in the better land of immortality. e 
death scene was remarkably calm and serene. The 
— was quick with no painful struggle. She even 
closed her own eyes. 

“ Sweet is the scene when virtue dies ; 
When sinks a righteous soul to rest. 
How mildly beamed her closing eyes. 
How gently heaved her dying breast,” 

The Key Mr. Gordon, for several years a member of 
Dr. Peebles’ family, officiated at the funeral, the services 
of which were held just atevening time. Dr. Peebles 
made a few appropriate remarks. The Universalist 
Choir furnished the singing, Miss Carrie Bowles pre- 
siding at the instrument. The mortal remains were 
transferred to Centon, St. Lawrence country N. Y. 


G. MILNER STEPHEN'S MARVELLOUS CURES. 
A gentleman of our acquaintance was so favourably 
impressed with the pamphlet on the above subject 
referred to in our last, that he has made arrangements 
for a copy of it to be sent to every clergyman and 
every Mechanics’ Institute and Reading Room in Vic- 
toria, that they be made aware of the fact that the (so- 
called) miraculous cures of the past are being paralleled 
in the present. 


Mr. A. M. SAxUELL, whose advertisement appears 
in another column, has been intimately connected with 
the Spiritualistic and Freethought movements in this 
city for many years past, and was a member of com- 
mittee of the Ist Victorian Association. His recent lec- 
tures on the significance of Ancient Symbols were much 
appreciated by those who heard them. We bave known 
Mr. S. as a man of business for the last fifteen years, 
and from our knowledge of him in this capacity, feel 
satisfied in recommending him to any of our country 
friends who may require a business agent in Melbourne. 


A. Prospectus has been issued of a New Freethought 
Journal for the discussion of Theological questions, &c. 
Tt is expected the first issue will be ready about the 
middle of the present month. The title chosen for it 
is the “Reformer,” and the publishing office is at 
83 Wellington Street, Collingwood. 
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the balance with the wisdom of earth ; it cannot be filly 
estimated by any one of those on your earth's der 


this wisdom is not of the earth at all, but portans to 


COMMUNICATION RECEIVED AT A CIRCLE 
IN CASTLEMAINE. 


Mx pear Farexps,—For a beginning I will present to 
you the Cardiff Circle's greetings this evening. They 
are so much pleased with your letter, as they are not in 
the habit of receiving such; most that come to them 
they would rather be without, because they are pe 
ing and full of curiosity to see their wonderful mani- 
festations, desirous that such manifestations should 
come to them, and then they would believe them, for 
they cannot believe them unless they were themselves 
present; which in many instances they cannot be, be- 
cause that would do more harm than good, as the con- 
ditions must, for a time at least, be observed. By and 
bye, when the medium is more fully developed, he will 
be able to come before a large and public audience, and 
give a seance that will astonish the world. Friends will 
then be seen and rk ees by friends, and then they 
will believe that the heavens are opened, and that the 
spirits of the good and true can come back to earth 
and communicate with the loved ones they have left. 
This will be a change which will convince multitudes ; 
“So that all sball believe, from the least to the 
greatest ;" from the beggar to the crowned head ; and 
thus will the prophecy be fulfilled—That the angels will 
descend and ascend upon the children of men; thus 
will Scripture be fulfilled and made pldi to the eyes of 
men ; that the world may believe and improve in know- 
ledge and wisdom, and see that " Tho Lord our God is 
good," and that “His mercy endureth for ever." Oh! 
that people who repeat these words would really believe 
what they repeat, and live accordingly; it would be a 

t help to the spirit world to find that po were 
in earnest, and bad rea!, true faith in the neficence, 
benevolerce, mercy, and holiness of their God. He 
who fully realises this is on the true road to spiritual 
development of the highest kind, seeing real beauty in 
God and in his works ; for it is there only you can see 
God's beauty aud wisdom, and His power, and strength, 
and holiness. It is in nature alone that all His attri- 
butes are to be noted and remarked. Nowhere else can 
they be observed and commented on, for God is invisible 
otherwise. Oh! that men would see these things in 
their right light, and observe the working of nature 
more closely ; they would discern many wonderful phe- 
nomena in so doing. This is the reason they do not 
Progress in knowledge, because they will not look 
closely enough into nature and her teachings; which is 
dem mistake ; knowledge is not to be found in any 
other direction than in investigating nature and her 
laws and language, for she has a lan usge of her own 
which the uninitiated ear cannot bear, but which to the 
developed soul is a voice speaking clear and plain, s0 
be who runs may read. 

Whisper in the ear of science that she is still blind 
io many facts around her, and she will turn from you 
indignantly, with a proud smile at your credulity in 
believing anything of the sort. She thinks she knows 
all, and you cannot inform her of anytbing. But alas! 
she is wilfully il ng she has it in her power to 
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At a future time I will give you more, for it becomes 
much more easy for me to control now, and I expect 
it to become more easy still, so that I will be able to 
write through you as if I were my own amanuensis, 
which I certainly am, for you are writing m impres- 
sions, and therefore Í will soon be able to make you of 
use to me and others ; for what you write I hope will 
be a benefit to others ın the future of this age of reason 
and raria, which man is coming to; and you, m 
dear friend, will keep it on by your knowledge of spirit 
power and wisdom; for without wiedom the spiritual 
gift is like a precious jewel in a swine's snout, which is 
quite out of place and degraded by its position, and by 
its surroundings, and its unclean companions, and alto. 
gether unsuitable to what ought to be its position, and 
the ornamental part it has to pay society. 

I have not given you what I intended, because I found 
it was better to go on with what I could impress to you 
easily, and leave the more important messages until I 
bave more complete mastery of you; therefore for the 
present I shall say adieu! A.G. 

July 18tb, 1879. 


Moxck FUND.— We have remitted £4 10s. to Dr, Monck in addi- 
tion to £10 previously sent. A statement will appear in our next, 
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examine, and will mply because her pride will not 
allow her to bumble herself eo far as to follow in the 
wake where others are leading her. No, Nu, No! She 
(Science) must lead, and all others must be humble 
followers of the same persons, eame thin; s, and same 

ureuits. Not an iota will they yield till they are driven 

rom the field of research by others who will humbly 
search for truth as for the richest store they can gain. 
Search, therefore; dig deep into these things, my 
friende, and you will become the leaders instead of the 
followers of men ; dig deep down into the mysteries of 
spirit-life, and bring up to the light, knowledge which 
will enrich the poorest peasant and make the monarch 
willing to give up his crown for such inestimable wis- 
dom, and knowledge, and research !—Things old brought 
to light and placed in a new light, and things new pro- 
duced from the unseen realms of infinite Wisdom and 
Love, and brought close to your doors. Oh! think 
what a treasure-house you may have if you seek for it 
earnestly ; think what a precious store of information 
ard spiritual food will be yours if you desire it, We 
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